e PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
of Engineers:

Public Notice/Application No.: SPL-2011-457-KAT
Comment Period: May 13, 2011 to June 11, 2011

Applicant

Arizona Department of Transportation
Mr. Bill Harmon, P.E.

Safford District Engineer

2082 E. Highway 70 (5400)

Safford, AZ 85546-0711

Location

The proposed project area is located within the San Simon Watershed (HUC 15040006) of the
Upper Gila River Basin. The proposed project area is located at approximate latitude 32.572427° north/
longitude 109.681316° west (UTM 623,782.60 mE / 3,604,661.12 mN NAD 83, Zone 12S) within, and
adjacent to, the existing US 191 corridor. The proposed project is located in southern Graham County,
Arizona within portions of Sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, and 22 in Township 10 South, Range 26 East (refer to
the USGS 7.5” Quadrangle: Gillespie Mountain, Ariz. [1966]). The project occurs within ADOT right-of-
way through undeveloped land managed by the Bureau of Land Management.

Activity

To discharge dredged and/or fill material into 0.72 acre of the Oak Draw Wash for extension of the
reinforced concrete box culvert (RCBC) and inlet and outlet protection. To discharge dredged and/or
fill material into 0.12 acre of the Unnamed Wash 122 for channel diversion and 0.10 acre of Unnamed
Wash 127 for concrete box extension.

For more information, see page 4 of this notice and attached drawings.

Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department of the
Army permit for the activity described herein and shown on the attached drawing(s). Interested parties
are invited to provide their views on the proposed work, which will become a part of the record and
will be considered in the decision. This permit application will be issued or denied under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

Comments can be e-mailed to: kathleen.a.tucker@usace.army.mil or mailed to:

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTENTION: Regulatory Division (SPL-2011-457-KAT)
3636 North Central Avenue, Suite 900

Phoenix, Arizona 85012-1939

For additional information please call Kathleen A. Tucker at (602) 230-6956 or send an e-mail to
kathleen.a.tucker@usace.army.mil. This public notice is issued by the Arizona Regulatory Branch of the
Los Angeles District of the US Army Corps of Engineers.




Evaluation Factors

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including
the cumulative effects thereof. Factors that will be considered include conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the
needs and welfare of the people. In addition, if the proposal will discharge dredged or fill material, the
evaluation of the activity will include application of the EPA Guidelines (40 CFR 230) as required by
Section 404 (b) (1) of the Clean Water Act.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies
and officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of
this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to
determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this
decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for
a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Preliminary Review of Selected Factors

EIS Determination- A preliminary determination has been made that an environmental impact
statement is not required for the proposed work.

Water Quality- The applicant has applied for a water quality certification, under Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act, from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality. Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act requires that any applicant for an individual Section 404 permit provide proof of water
quality certification to the Corps of Engineers.

Cultural Resources- The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) has been
consulted and there are no sites listed within the project area. There is an existing Programmatic
Agreement to mitigate the adverse effects of the project on cultural resources eligible for listing or
treated as eligible for listing in the NRHP. Federal Highway Administration/Arizona Department of
Transportation has consulted with State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) with a finding of “no
adverse effect” and SHPPO concurred on June 10, 2010.

Endangered Species- Preliminary determinations indicate that the proposed activity would not
affect federally-listed endangered or threatened species, or their critical habitat. Therefore, formal
consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act does not appear to be required at this time.

Public Hearing- Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public hearing shall state
with particularity the reasons for holding a public hearing.



Proposed Activity for Which a Permit is Required

Basic Project Purpose-The basic project purpose comprises the fundamental, essential, or
irreducible purpose of the proposed project, and is used by the Corps to determine whether the
applicant's project is water dependent. The basic project purpose for the proposed project is
transportation and therefore, not water dependent.

Overall Project Purpose- The overall project purpose serves as the basis for the Corps' 404(b)(1)
alternatives analysis and is determined by further defining the basic project purpose in a manner that
more specifically describes the applicant's goals for the project, and which allows a reasonable range of
alternatives to be analyzed. The overall project purpose for the proposed project is to widen US 191
from a two-lane highway to a four-lane divided highway from MP 100.7 to MP 104.5.

Overall Proposed Project Description - ADOT proposes to widen US 191 from the existing two-
lane highway to a four-lane divided highway by constructing two new northbound lanes to the east of
the existing US 191alignment, and converting the existing two-lane US 191 roadway to southbound-
only lanes. The new northbound lanes will consist of two 12-foot-wide travel lanes, 4-foot-wide outside
shoulders, and 10-foot-wide inside shoulders. The existing US 191 lanes will be converted to
southbound lanes with 2-foot-wide shoulders both inside and outside. The new roadway will include a
78-foot-wide median. The proposed construction of the new US 191 northbound roadway and
improvements to the existing US 191 roadway will require modifications to the drainage structures at
the wash crossings along US 191.

The proposed project includes the following:

¢ Construction of a new two-lane roadway for northbound traffic with asphaltic concrete and asphaltic
rubber friction course to be located east of the existing roadway, with a 78-foot-wide median, for
approximately 3.8 miles;

¢ Construction of turnouts and realignment of approximately 300 feet of State Route (SR) 266 to
provide a perpendicular intersection with US 191;

¢ Overlay the existing pavement with asphaltic concrete and asphaltic rubber friction course for
approximately 3.8 miles;

¢ Extension of five reinforced CBCs within jurisdictional washes, with associated inlet and outlet
protection measures;

¢ Extension of 11 CMPs within jurisdictional washes, with associated inlet and outlet protection
measures;

* Removal and replacement of 12 CMPs within jurisdictional washes, with associated inlet and outlet
protection measures;

¢ Construction of 2 diversion channels within jurisdictional washes to divert flows to an adjacent
culvert;

¢ Construction of new lateral storm drains and catch basins;

¢ Salvaging and replanting of native plants;

* Reseeding of areas not permanently disturbed; and

¢ Striping, installation of new roadway lighting, signing, guardrails, fencing, and other associated
roadway improvements.

Thirty-four washes designated as “waters of the United States” (Waters) are located within the
project area. The existing structures at 30 of the 34 jurisdictional wash crossings will need to be
modified or replaced as part of the proposed project in order to accommodate the new roadway
widths. The remaining four jurisdictional washes within the project area will not be impacted by
project activities. Of the 30 Waters that will be impacted by the proposed project, only the project
activities at Oak Draw (Wash 131) at MP 103.35 will have greater than 0.5 acre of permanent impacts,
requiring an IP. Two washes (Wash 122 and Wash 127) will have permanent impacts greater than 0.1



acre, but less than 0.5 acre, and therefore require notification under Section 404 Nationwide Permit No.
14 (Linear Transportation Projects). Project activities within each of the remaining 27 impacted
jurisdictional washes will not exceed 0.1 acre of permanent impacts.

Wash 131 (Oak Draw): The existing 6-cell, 10-foot by 8-foot reinforced concrete box culvert (RCBC)
will be extended approximately 24 feet to the east to move the headwall outside the clear zone for
southbound traffic and approximately 161.5 feet to the west to accommodate the proposed northbound
roadway. Wing walls will be constructed at the inlet and outlet of the extended RCBC. In addition, a 4-
foot-deep concrete cut-off wall will be constructed at the inlet, and a 6-foot-deep concrete cut-off wall
with an approximately 46-foot-long riprap plunge pool will be constructed immediately downstream
of the extended RCBC for outlet protection. Grading will occur within approximately 55 feet upstream
of the inlet in order to match the existing grade to the inlet of the extended RCBC. The grading will
allow the culvert to continue its function as a cattle crossing. The extension of the RCBC at Oak Draw
and the installation of associated features will require dredge and fill within Waters. Permanent
impacts to Waters will be approximately 0.716 acre. Project activities will also cause approximately
0.142 acre of temporary disturbance to Waters at Oak Draw as a result of equipment access and
construction activities. The portions of the channel bottom not permanently impacted will be
recontoured to pre-construction grade conditions following the completion of construction wherever
practicable. Only the minimum area required for the extension of the RCBC that will accommodate the
additional traffic lanes proposed under this project will be impacted at Oak Draw. Approximately 1,935
CY of earthen material will be excavated within Oak Draw, and approximately 1,325 CY of concrete,
183,500 pounds of steel, 420 CY of riprap, and 1,000 CY of earthen backfill will be placed as fill within
Waters to extend the RCBC and construct the associated features at Oak Draw.

Additional Project Information

Construction Methods

Barricades, warning signs, and traffic control devices will be used during construction to provide
adequate protection for the public. Construction of the new two-lane roadway for US 191 northbound
traffic will occur first, and northbound/southbound traffic will remain on the existing US 191 roadway.
Once the new two-lane US 191 roadway is completed, traffic will be redirected onto the new roadway
and modifications to the existing US 191 roadway will begin. Since traffic will use either the existing US
191 roadway or the new two-lane US 191 roadway, detours away from US 191 will not be required.

Construction site access for the project will be available from the existing roadways, eliminating the
need for temporary access roads. No fill material or dewatering efforts will be required for construction
access purposes, and substantial grading is not anticipated to be required for construction access.
Equipment and material storage will occur near the US 191/SR 266 intersection, and will be limited to
areas that will not affect the passage of normal and high flows. All areas within Waters that will be
temporarily disturbed will be recontoured to match preconstruction conditions as close as possible
after completing the construction work, wherever practicable.

Activities associated with roadway reconstruction and drainage improvements within the project
area will require the general site clearing of desert scrubland vegetation within Waters and
immediately adjacent uplands within the project corridor. Desert scrubland vegetation such as velvet
mesquite (Prosopis velutina), catclaw acacia (Acacia greggii), soaptree yucca (Yucca elata), desert willow
(Chilopsis linearis), wait-a-minute bush (Mimosa biuncifera), Mormon tea (Ephedra trifurca), desert broom
(Baccharis sarothroides), cane cholla (Opuntia spinosior), and prickly pear (Opuntia engelmanni); and other
varieties of succulents, shrubs, and grasses may be removed throughout the project area. Some
vegetation may be removed from within Waters, though Waters within the project area are generally



unvegetated sandy-bottomed channels. Vegetation removal will be only the minimum amount
necessary to provide an adequate work zone and construction access. As part of the project, the areas
not permanently disturbed

On-site, in-kind mitigation is not feasible; therefore, ADOT would provide in-lieu fees for the
acquisition, restoration, enhancement or preservation of high-quality habitat in Arizona. The Corps
would include the payment of in-lieu fees as a special condition of the permit.

Proposed Special Conditions

To be develoEed
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