f PUBLIC NOTICE

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
US Army Corps

of Engineers.

Public Notice/Application No. SPL-2011-00481-WHM
Comment Period: 9 September 2011 — 11 October 2011

Applicant Agent

Jim Salscheider Jill Himes

Lake Havasu Marine Association Himes Consulting LLC
1642 McCulloch Blvd. No. 173 3301 West Genoa Way
Lake Havasu, AZ 86403 Chandler, AZ 85226
(928) 208-2442 (480) 899-5708
Location

The Lake Havasu Marine Association proposes to conduct maintenance dredging at the mouth of Lake Havasu near
Catfish Bay within Section 17, Township 5 North, Range 25 East in San Bernardino County, CA (Figures 1
through 3). The site lies entirely within the water adjacent to the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe lands. The
Chemehuevi Mountains occur to the northwest of the site, the Whipple Mountains occur to the southwest, Mohave
Mountains occur to the east. The Havasu National Wildlife Refuge begins approximately one mile to the south of
the project site.

Activity

The proposed project consists of maintenance dredging to remove sediment and material deposited at the mouth of
Lake Havasu. The purpose of the project is to restore navigation and public health and safety, as this area has
become a navigational hazard and a safety issue for the Tribe and for Lake Havasu boaters (see Appendix 4). An
approximate 50-foot wide channel would be dredged over an estimated 2,640 ft in length, or 3.0 acres, moving an
estimated 16,500 cubic yards of material (an average depth of 3 ft). Dredging would be conducted using a drag-
line. For more information, see page 3 of this notice and attached figures.

Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department of the Army permit for
the activity described herein and shown on the attached drawing(s). Interested parties are invited to provide their
views on the proposed work, which will become a part of the record and will be considered in the decision. This
permit application will be issued or denied under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). Comments
can be e-mailed to William.H.Miller@usace.army.mil or mailed to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTENTION: Regulatory Branch (SPL-2011-00481-WHM)
3636 N. Central Ave., Suite 900

Phoenix, Arizona 85012



Evaluation Factors

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative
impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from
the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors that may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof. Factors that will be considered include
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife
values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and
welfare of the people. In addition, the evaluation of the activity will include application of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Guidelines (40 CFR 230) as required by Section 404 (b)(1) of the Clean Water Act.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.
Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify,
condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on
endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also
used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Preliminary Review of Selected Factors

EIS Determination — A preliminary determination has been made that an environmental impact statement is not
required for the proposed work.

Water Quality — The Applicant is required to obtain water quality certification, under Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act, from the California Water Quality Control Board. Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires that any
applicant for an individual Section 404 permit provide proof of water quality certification to the Corps of
Engineers.

Cultural Resources — The project site is entirely submerged; therefore Section 106 consultation with the State
Historic Preservation is not required.

Endangered Species —There are two federally-listed species that may occur within the project area: the razorback
sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) and the bonytail chub (Gila elegans). The proposed project also occurs within
designated critical habitat of the bonytail chub. The Corps has determined the proposed project “may affect but is
not likely to adversely affect” the razorback sucker and bonytail chub. Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service is currently underway.

Public Hearing — Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a
public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public hearing shall state with particularity the
reasons for holding a public hearing.

Proposed Activity for Which a Permit is Required

The Lake Havasu Marine Association proposes to conduct maintenance dredging to remove sediment and material
deposited at the mouth of Lake Havasu. The purpose of the project is to restore navigation and public health and
safety, as this area has become a navigational hazard and a safety issue for the Tribe and for the Lake Havasu
boating community. An approximate 50-foot wide channel would be dredged over an estimated 2,640 ft in length,
or 3.0 acres, moving an estimated 16,500 cubic yards of material (an average depth of 3 ft). Figure 4 shows a
cross-section of the project site. Dredging would be conducted using a drag-line. The drag line is a heavy metal |-
beam with two cables or chains bridled to each end of the beam and attached to a boat at a single point. The boat



drags the beam along the bottom, moving the sediment along the bottom as it goes to deeper areas. This
maintenance project is proposed to be conducted twice within a period of 5 years. It is anticipated to take 2 weeks
to complete the dredging, which is proposed to be conducted in December 2011, and again in the fall of 2014 if
necessary. Six U.S. Coast Guard-approved buoys are proposed to be installed to mark the channel (three on each
side) during and after construction. A 5 mph buoy marker may also be placed.

Additional Project Information

The basic project purpose for the proposed project is to restore navigation and public health and safety for the Lake
Havasu boating community, which is a water-dependent activity. The project area has become a major safety issue
and navigational hazard for boaters as the area has built up sediment over the years. Boaters frequently get stuck in
this area attempting to boat up or downriver with vessel assistance needed during the summer. At high speeds,
accidents happen, damaging property and sometimes resulting in bodily injury to passengers.

Vegetation communities in the project vicinity are lower Colorado subdivision of the Sonoran Desert as described
by Brown (1994). The project site itself is located in the water with no aquatic vegetation. Adjacent marsh habitat
occurs approximately 500 ft to the east of the site, and consists largely of bulrush (Scirpus americanus) and giant
reed (Arundo donax) with some small salt cedar (Tamarix sp) saplings observed. American coots (Fulica
americana) were also present. Cattails (Typha latifolia) occur to the west of the site, at the inlet to Catfish Bay.

Lake Havasu and the Colorado River corridor provide an important migratory and nesting corridor for a wide
variety of birds and waterfowl. Common birds in the vicinity include egrets, herons, flycatchers, raptors,
waterfowl, passerines, and shorebirds. Common mammals that likely occur on adjacent lands in the project
vicinity include coyote (Canis latrans), pocket mice (Perognathus sp.), cottontail rabbits (Sylvilagus auduboni),
and packrats (Neotoma sp.), as well as beavers (Castor canadensis) and muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) within the
lake.

The Lake Havasu fish community is composed predominately of nonnative fishes. Arizona Game and Fish
Department (AGFD) fish surveys conducted in November 2009 documented the presence of largemouth bass
(Micropterus salmoides), bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus), common carp (Cyprinus carpio), green sunfish (Lepomis
cyanellus), channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus), redear sunfish (Lepomis microlophus), yellow bullhead
(Ameiurus natalis), gold fish (Carassius auratus), striped bass (Morone saxatilis), smallmouth bass (Micropterus
dolomieu), threadfin shad (Dorosoma petenense), flathead catfish (Pylodictis olivaris), black crappie (Pomoxis
nigromaculatus), and green sunfish (Lepomis cyanellus) (Brown and Jacobson 2007).

The proposed project would temporarily impact approximately 3.0 acres of permanent water (Lake Havasu) from
maintenance dredging. The applicant proposes to contribute to an in-lieu fee mitigation fund to compensate for
impacts to endangered species. The WUS in the project area consists of the Colorado River (Lake Havasu), which
is a navigable water of the U.S. as defined by 33 CFR 329.

Proposed Special Conditions
None at this time. For additional information please call William Miller at (602) 230-6954. This public notice is
issued by the Chief, Regulatory Division.



Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map. USGS 1:250,000 Scale Map: Needles, CA (1969).
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