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Marina del Rey, California Tuesday, My 10, 2016
---000- --

LCT SUGRUE: | want to thank everyone for joining us
at tonight's public hearing. 1'd like to introduce nyself.
| am Li eutenant Col onel Dennis Sugrue. | amthe Deputy
Commander for the Los Angeles District Corps of Engineers,
and on behalf of the corps | welcome you to tonight's public
hearing. 1'd like to give just a bit of background on why we
are here.

The applicant for this project, Marina del Rey Boat
Central LTC, has applied to the corps for a permt under
Section 10 of the River and Harbors Act and that is to
construct a new boat dock systemand dry stack facility in
Basin H  Under our federal permt program the Corps of
Engi neers is responsible to regulate dredge and fill
activities in the waters of the U S. That is under Section
404, as well as within Section 10, of our navigabl e waterways
that's under the River and Harbors Act. So for everyone's
awar eness, the Corps of Engineers is not the only agency with
regul atory review over this project. The California Coasta
Commi ssion, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service have also reviewed it.

What we do is we evaluate potential inpacts caused
by the proposed project prior to making a permt decision.

We undertake a public interest determ nation that involves
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weighing all factors relevant to the project. As many of you
know, we issued a public notice for this on March 2 for
public review and coments and we are in that period right
now and that hel ps us make a nore inforned decision. This
evening is part of that, and we continue our effort to accept
coments on the proposed project fromthe general public. W
wll clarify -- we will carefully consider all comments prior
to making our final permt decision and even followng this
meeting, up until My 20th, you' re welcome to provide witten
coments, which al so becone part of record for this project.
We wei gh equally comments received verbally tonight and those
witten comments.

| think we said it as you canme in the door, if do
you want to speak tonight, we ask that you fill out a speaker
card at the front table here. W have a great teamhere with
me toni ght and who are going to take your requests and wl|
allocate times based on the nunber of requests they receive.
So that's why we are here. W want to hear from you.

But before we begin, what | also want to introduce
the team| have with ne tonight. To my right is Mark Cohen.
Mark is the Deputy Chief for our regulatory division, and
also in the regulatory division to ny left is Bonnie Rogers,
the project manager for this permt. TimJackson, seated at
the table here, is our time keeper. And then on the side

table Major Pete Stanbersky is going to help out orchestrate
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speakers. To ny far left is Denise, she is our stenographer
for this evening. Wen you do come up and speak, | ask that
you pl ease speak very slow and clearly as we are capturing
that to the best of her ability. At the table -- Dan
Swenson, say hello to the crowd. Veronica Li. You have
Jessica Vargas, Sheri Shiflett, Lauren Sullivan, and Jake
Booher. | feel like I'"m mssing somebody. Geg, where are
you? Geqg Feuter is fromny public affairs office. Heis
al so here at this event. How did | do, guys? You good?

Al right. To open up, what | like to do is give a
few mnutes for our applicant to present the project. Has
everyone seen the project, or are you aware of it already?
Ckay. | have seen it once, but | think for all of us to get
on the sane sheet of nmusic what | would like to do is turn
over to them now.

MR. VAN VWERT: Good evening, Deputy Commander
M. Sugrue. M nane is Roger Van Wert. | ama consultant
for the Boat Central project. W appreciate the Corps’
efforts to review the Boat Central application and want to
specifically express our appreciation to Mss Rogers for
keeping us up to date on the status of the Corps' analysis as
Boat Central seeks the permt to install the water sites
facilities for the project. Through this presentation I
woul d like to discuss three elenents of the project that |

think are key to understanding it.
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First is Boat Central is an integral conponent of
the plan to expand recreational boating opportunities in
Marina del Rey. Two, Boat Central is the nost
environmental |y efficient way to provide waterfront
recreational boating access to the public, and three, | wll
provide a description of the waterside facilities being
pronoted by Boat Central.

First, regarding expanding recreational boating --
Boat Central is a key conponent to the inplementation of the
adopted Marina del Rey Coastal Program objective for
recreational boating in Marina del Rey. Boat Centra
represents the |argest single expansion of small boater
facilities since the inception of the marina. Boat Central
adds significant capacity for small boats. 375 new spaces
representing a 7%increase in the total nunber of waterfront
berths available in Marina del Rey.

In addition to just nunbers, Boat Central offers an
uni que set of features seeking waterfront access. Boat
Central will nmeet the needs of a broader boating comunity
than is currently addressed by the wet slip marinas and the
open area dry storage facilities; specifically those boaters
who wi sh to reduce both maintenance time and cost conm tnents
or do not have the free tine, famlies with children, the

physical capability or proximty to Marina del Rey, to

properly keep a boat in the water. |In other words, those
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boat owners who would find attractive the show up-and-go
conveni ence offered at Boat Central

Dry stack storage is an environnmental ly superior
option. Boat Central provides a significant increase in
wat erfront recreational boating capacity while using only a
smal | fraction of the water of the simlarly sized wet slip
marina. It would take approximately three acres of open
water to accommodate the sanme nunber of vessels that Boat
Central handles with a waterside footprint of only twelve
t housand square feet.

Can you rotate that so the Conmmander can see it for
me? Thanks.

This is our waterside footprint. There is just
under just under twelve thousand square feet. [In addition,
water quality inpacts associated with wet slip marinas is
virtually elimnated. So the dry stack storage preserves
open water for recreational boaters. The result is the dry
storage w |l reduce environnental inpacts while expanding
recreational capacity in Marina del Rey.

VWhat is Boat Central requesting? The dry stack
storage facility in the blue here synbolizes a gantry crane
system whi ch branches the sea wall to allow the crane to
transfer to and fromthe dry stack in the water. Boat
Central is seeking a permt to install the follow ng water

site elements: twenty-two 48-inch support piles for the dry
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stack structure and crane which extends 97 feet in the water.
However, please note that the dry stack structure is set back
nmore than a hundred feet fromthe Parcel 52 waterside
boundary. There is no encroachment in the Basin H channel.
In fact, the over water portion of the dry stack storage is
| ess than half the extent of the adjacent marina -- wet slip
marina docks in Basin H-- with respect to Basin H

Boat Central will also be supported by over 5,600
square feet of new docks and appurtenant access ranps which
w Il be anchored by thirty-two -- up to thirty-two fourteen
by sixteen inch concrete piles. These are our docks, and
there is an access ranp there. These queuing docks allow for
the tenporary storage of vessels prior to their departure and
to allow for the imedi ate docking upon the returning of the
boat vessel returning to Boat Central. There will be no
queui ng of Basin H channel. There are no wet slips at Boat
Centr al

There is also a jib-crane will also support the
sheriff's dock, and the jib-crane is here. These are the
sheriff's docks, and this area will be the mast-up storage
area for those types of boats. There has been concern
expressed in the past -- and | amsure you will hear it
tonight -- whether the Boat Central facility will encroach on
the basic public boat ramp. You can see the boarding float

fingers that cone off the very large public parking lot to
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the east. This concern was a specific concern by the
Regi onal Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, the Coastal Comm ssion, and
analyzed in a report contained in the certified environnental
| npact report fromthe project and specifically applied
conditions to ensure there woul d be no adverse inpacts.

| would like to draw the deputy commander's
attention to the separation of the [aunch ranp boarding
floats which is about -- actually, it is less than 50 feet.
It is 46 feet. | nmeasured it today. Conpare that distance
to the closest Boat Central dock, which is 74 feet distant at
only one point. These factors argue that it is not
reasonable to say that the launch ranmp functions well with
| ess than 50 feet of separation between the floats and boats
on each side of that aisleway in peak tines but that Boat
Central woul d somehow i npact the |aunch ranp function when it
s substantially further away and not in the path of travel
for boats entering or |eaving the public [aunch ranp.

Al'so, | would like to note that the Boat Centra
dock system can provide -- when required by the Coast
Quard -- an energency safe harbor anchorage for many boats.
Finally, the design scale of this project that's been
assessed and docunented and approved by the Department of
Beaches and Harbors, the County Regi onal Pl anning Conm ssion,
and the Coastal Commi ssion, vetting it through fourteen

separate public hearings over several years, and these
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approval s have been supported by a certified environnental

| npact report. | believe these facts would allow the court
to grant the permt that we are requesting. This concludes
my remarks, and | want to thank the staff for its time and
consi deration of this request.

LCT SUGRUE: Thank you. So we are going to open up
for public coment. | want to clarify before we do what this
I's and what this is not. There is no decision yet on this
proposed permt nor will there be a decision tonight. That
I's not the purpose of this hearing. Nor am| readily
prepared to answer or discuss every issue that you bring up.
This purpose for this hearing is that -- to hear the
comrents and get themin the record for consideration for the
regulatory staff. We will be taking oral testinony fromthe
public in the order we received their speaker cards. The
first few-- we are going to ask that you keep your comments
to athree mnute tine limt. | have Timhere who is going
to keep a timer on you. At three mnutes | think you see a
light on the podium |f you hit four or five mnutes there
Is actually a eject button to |aunch you into the water. You
don't want to get in that territory. Again, all oral as well
as witten testinony does beconme part of the admnistrative
record for this permt application. Once we have the witten
transcript is ready there will be copies can be viewed at our

office or purchased. Again, when we take testinmony fromyou,
9
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speak clearly and slowy so that Denise is able to hear and
transcribe everything that you say.

M5. COYNE- HOERLE: Woul d you consider putting a copy
at our local county library for inspection?

LCT SUGRUE: The public library? | think we can
acconmodate that. | think so. How many groups do we have?

MR STAMBERSKY: | will call themout. W have 19
speakers. Three or four groups.

LCT SUGRUE: (kay. And for the groups that cone
speak -- speakers who come to the front -- | will ask the
group to identify itself by standing.

MR STAMBERSKY: Fol ks, | have 19 nanmes. | am going
to call out three nanes. First name | call out will come up
first. The next few nanes down to followup to the podium as
qui ckly as possible. | amgoing to say whether or not you're
speaking for a group or individual. |If you' re speaking for a
group, you get five mnutes. Individuals get three. The
first three speakers are Christina S. Constantini speaking
for herself. Dr. Patrick O Heffernan speaking for hinself.
Actually, he will speak for a group. And Jeanette Vosburg
al so speaking for a group. |If I can ask those three to cone
up and be ready once Christina is done talking.

MS. COSTANTINI: Hello, I am Christina Constantini.

| amhere with a very sinple message that less is nore.

have lived here all ny life. | remenber all the hearings
10
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over the devel opment of Playa Vista even, and now we do have
t hese buildings everywhere, but we don't have an open
skyline. | mssit. | live herein the marina, and |'ma
honme owner. | amraising young children, but | wanted to
have the conversation with them because every generation
matters and by building projects like this we |ose skyline.
It's just nore, nore, nore. And let's follow the exanples of
our national parks. | don't want to have to go to nmuseuns to
show ny children what the narina used to ook like. | think
It is very inportant that we enbrace the values that less is
more. That is all | have to say. Thank you.

MR, O HEFFERNAN: Thank you, and al so thank you very
much to the court for holding the hearing here rather than
Los Angeles. | ama former nenber of the governor's task
force on offshore oil devel opment, and | dealt with the corps
alot in the seventies, and we always had to do it downtown,
SO we are very nuch appreciative that. W have a nunber of
menbers of our club here. Do you want to step up? Actually,
the club has about eighty nmenbers, so at any given Sunday
morning you will see about forty of us out here. | amalso
the author of the first text book on environmental inpact
assessnents used in colleges throughout the country. It is
no | onger used, unfortunately, but things have gotten better
since then. | also directed the scientific teamthat

conpi | ed the summary of know edge of the Southern California
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findings which mapped all the ecosystens from Mexico to San
Luis Obispo and was the science foundation for the creation
of the Santa Barbara Channel |slands National Park. | worked
alot with the corps on that, and it was with nutual respect.
Like | said, | ama retired professor from Georgia Tech

First of all, I have four points. First, | don't see a
need for this. As far as | can tell, and in the application
Itself, it says that there are enpty boat slips. There is
not a demanded for this particular facility, and I have seen
no credi bl e nodel, no econom c nodels, that would know there
IS going to be a surge of purchases of boats that will want
to be in the water here or in storage over the next ten
years. This seens to be a group of investors who think they
can use the public resources to make noney. It may or nay
not have an econom c need, but, as far as | can tell, there
isn't one. V\Wich means that if it does get built -- then
there is no need -- we will be stuck with a very large
building with no purpose with serious environmental inpacts.

Secondly, this field cost benefit analysis, and since ny
book was one of the first to |ayout cost benefits and | did
one, fromwhat | can tell, the cost of this, when you include
the social and the environnmental cost, far outweigh the
benefits and for that reason -- and to explain that, we built
that. That Dock 52 is nore than a parking | ot and a boat

ranp. It is a community resource used by people from around

12

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N O o1 B~ W N P

N T N R S I N B e e I N e N o =
a »h W N P O © O N O U B~ W DN L O

DRY BOAT STORAGE PROJECT
Public Hearing on 05/10/2016

the county. On any given Sunday nmorning you will see ny club
there with thirty or forty people. You will see other bike
cl ubs, many who are African Anerican, as is ny club. You
wi Il see groups of people in busses and vans from Koreat own
to go fishing. You will see church groups who use this as a
stage for their fundraising. This is nore than a parking
lot. It is a community resources.

| didalittle survey of ny own and found t hat
peopl e come fromat |east five different congressiona
districts in Los Angeles to be here. They cone from Menlo
Park, fromwest Adans to east Conpton to the Valley, all
over. One of the reasons that they cone here is this is the
only free parking ot in the Marina and there are many, nany
famlies and many, many groups that get together to come down
there with their children and can spend the day over on the
bridge, over by the Ballona Creek fishing, teaching their
children howto fish, and they won't do it if they had to pay
for parking. Wen you | ook at social benefits of Dock 52 and
begin to cal cul ate those, and there are many of you that do
that, you see that any benefits that m ght accrue to the 235
peopl e that mght possibly use sone O the slips in this,
sonme of the storage in this -- there is no question. It
fails a cost benefit analysis for the sanme reason it fails
the social benefits. The social benefits accrue to 200

people or |ess, depending or whether or not the facility is
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used and to the investors, but thousands of people use Dock
52 over the year. They use it for parking to go into the
bi ke path. They use it for fishing. They use it for boat
| aunching. Thousands of people use it, so when you bal ance
that against the possible utility of 200 people with their
boats, there is no question

Fourthly, it is a litigation magnet. As you W ||
hear testinmony that |ater on and al so which you have received
in witten testinmony, there are nunmerous violations of
federal, state, and local levels. Al of those are points for
litigation for those of us who wish to see the marina stay
the way it is. And lastly, | pointed out there are five
congressional districts whose organi zations use this |and.
Many of those nembers of congress have already been alerted
to this. Some of themsit on the natural resources comittee
and other commttees that have oversight in the Corps of
Engi neers. Many of those organizations -- precisely the
or gani zati ons know those menbers of Congress who are now up
for re-election are going to be asking for volunteers or
endorsements and when they get questions that say will you
advi se the corps, you know what they are going to say. Thank
you again for comng, thank you for listening to us, and |
real ly appreciate it.

M5. VOSBURG  Thank you very much to the corps and

to all the people who have shown concern and that fee
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proudly as strongly as | do that this is sonewhat outside the
real m of good government. | spent a lot of time getting
acquainted with this. W're talking about the U.S. Arny
Corps of Engineers dealing with Dock 52, which is a parking

| ot which nmy predecessor just talked about. W are talking
about 404 Permt Application without Federal EPA reviews.

My objective today is sonewhat unlike some of the
ot her people probably that will be speaking. M objective is
to take a | ook at what has been happening in the entire
marina. There were 950 acres set aside, and they were set
aside to be available to people of the county and of the
worl d at a reasonabl e cost and equal access to all. And what
we have here is a situation where several -- as ny fornmer
speaker said -- there are a lot of violations, and | would
like to go through those quickly.

First, the California Environmental Quality Act is
involved in the review process, but what we need here is EPA
We need a national policy act review and that -- | woul d say
Bal | ona Wetlands EI'S, which | wanted to point out to
everybody in the audience that | made avail able twenty of
these. And there are seven conponents to it, and | want to
make you aware of it. Yeah. It is alittle bit conplicated
and you have to put a little time into it, but the first
exhibit is an exhibit fromthe EPA of the United States. And
what they have done as of COctober 16, 2015, is approved the
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report fromthe Water -- State Water Resources Board saying
what needs to be done in the marina. And it is really heavy
duty.

And what we are tal king about is that there is what
Is called total maximumdaily load. And that neans that out
inthis -- out in the harbor as well as all the basins, what
we have an extreme anount of pollution which is conprised of
copper off of the bottomof |oads, |lead. There is old DDT
before the marina was done. There was a |ot of DDT here, and
these are all nmentioned in the next attachment which is
called the State Water Resources Control Board Resolution as
of February 6 of 2014. That lists all kinds of things that
the county has to do to renediate the problens that we
already have in all of the basins and in the harbor. And
this -- and | want to be really clear. This is a very ngjor
problem This is not a sinple solution.

There is alight -- the line -- I'"'mjust going to
point. There is a-- this is the Ballona Wetlands and there
Is the project inred and there is the boat yard next door.
Vell, right here to your right of the proposed project is a
blue line. Thisis a-- that is fifty feet wde. Cone over
here. And then turn it around. Gkay. Al right.

So there is a blue line here and it is comng across
and it is going under Lincoln and it is going -- it cones out

under the parking lot at the Dock 52 and it returns across
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and they -- actually, if you go over to Beach and Way and you
park at Dock 52 and go over there, you will see that there is
running water cones there in tw different ways. One way is
because it is comng fromthe dirty polluted water Basin H
and it is going and polluting waters of the United States,
whi ch are the Bal |l ona Wetl ands.

And | want to be really clear that this is a mjor
| ssue. W have a nmgjor issue all the way. The fish are
being born with really strange anomalies. And that's not an
accident. These pollutants are really hard on the estuary
and the fish and another wildlife that live here in the
habi tat and what | want to be clear about is what that
project is proposing is to not only ignore the fact that they
have ignored the State Water Resources Board and the EPA
Consider -- | have handed out information. | amnot asking
you to believe me. | amsaying go back to the initia
docunents. Go back to the attachnent that says what is an
EIS, an environnental inpact study, and why it is so
I nportant. Use your intellect. Think about this.

What they are asking to do is to take sonething that
Is already waters of the United States being polluted by
water that is comng fromone of the basins, but they are not
only doing that, but they are proposing to bringing in 350
other boats that will interfere and bring nore pollutants.

But that is not the worst of it. That is of only the
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begi nni ng.

LCT SUGRUE: You have exceeded your tinmne.

M5. VOSBURG Don't | have five mnutes? Can | just

show one thing? These are the pilings that they are going to

put down. They are sixty feet. They are four feet in
dianeter. Sixty feet tall and twelve feet above the water
line and they -- he is saying sonething different, but the
way | read this is that there is seventy-six posts four feet
wi de and seventy-two feet high that have to be driven in
somehow, and two inches thick. Two-inch pipe. And you tel
me how that is going to affect the wildlife and the habitat
in that area? It is really amazing to me that this would
even be on the table and considered. And | ask you to | ook
at those twenty pages that | have given you

LCT SUGRUE: The pages that you have referred to,
can we have a copy of those for the record?

MS. VOSBURG ~ You have everything.

LTC SUGRUE: Geat. Thank you.

M5. VOSBURG  You have everything. | guarantee

LCT SUGRUE: Thank you.

MR MM Actually, Jeanette very ably nentioned
every question | had about the seismc activity that can be
in pilings that are four feet dianeter driven sixty feet in

the ground. So, thank you very nuch.
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MS. STEINER  Good evening. M name is Louise
Steiner, and | thank you for holding this nmeeting for public
input. Yes. | would like to know how many people are here
that are opposed to this project. Please raise your hand.
How many people in this audience are for the project? Thank
you.

MS. PURCELL: Good evening. Thank you for holding
the hearing. | amlLeslie Purcell. | just have a couple
comments. As was nentioned before, Marina del Rey is a
public resource. It was supposed to be a |lower cost visitor
serving recreational area and if you | ook around here there
Is still some of that. But there is an awful ot that has
gone in a different direction, and this would be another
project that would be building massively on what was partly
once a wetland. And there is still a fragment of it left,
and we are trying very hard to review the part that is left.
It isinthe State's hands now, and, as Jeanette nentioned,
goi ng through an EI'S project.

Now, there has never been an EI'S done on the marina
itself, and | believe it is sixty-five years old, and | think
it is tinme for that to help. So many projects is infringing
on the water and runoff, and the water and the fish are

really a problem Hundreds and hundreds, probably thousands

of fish yesterday killed up the creek channel -- Ballona
Creek channel. | have pictures. Oher people have pictures.
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Apparent|y biologists are | ooking into what happened. There
was a giant die-off yesterday. There are issues here that
are very inportant, and we hope that you will take this
seriously and consider doing a full EIS. Not just on this
project but bring in all -- there are nmany nore projects that
are in the offing, permtted, and comng up inmnently.

| amreading through one of your documents. |
notice that you sent out that said proposed activity for
which a permt is required basic project purpose to determ ne
whet her applicant's project is water dependent and then it
says, "Because no fills are proposed in the special aquatic
site identification of the basic project, purpose is not
necessary." | don't understand that. |t seens like it is
wat er dependent. There is a discrepancy between what the
devel oper said and he said 375 slips, dry dock slips. In
this document it says 345.

The pile driving woul d be a huge inpact on wildlife
and birds and seismcally and just all the buildings in the
area. And | think it would disrupt the water and the marina
mamal s on the docks and in the channel in the harbor. So
there are so many considerations here. These pilings are
huge. | had one other thing. OCh right. The noise and the
vibrations and also -- if you |look at the picture of the
proposed facility, it looks like it is a lot of glass. |

don't really know what the material is, but big walls of
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glass like that kill birds. They fly intoit. They see it
as being reflective of the sky and think they can fly into,
so that is another consideration. Thank you.

MR FARIS: GCentlenen, ny nane is Joe Faris. | live
In an adjacent city, Santa Mnica, and | haven't done
substantial research, but ny gut tells nme we have enough
devel opment in this area. Traffic is severe and getting
worse, and | just want to share with you. Wen | was a kid |
was privileged to have a twelve foot skiff. And when |
didn't show up for two nonths to take that boat out ny boat
was put in a dry stack. And that was so they could put other
people into the water and have themwater ready. And | think
this is a great schene if you want to make noney. But all
the inpact doesn't hold water as far as | am concerned.

Thank you.

MR. WAHHAS: Thank you. Col onel, staff of the arny
corps, U S. Arny Corps, Los Angeles division, regulatory
division. Wlcome to Marina del Rey. W have been waiting
for along tine for your presence and appearance on our
public land here. | feel like | amin a novie and | see the
uni formand the Calvary has arrived and it is about tinme.
VWhat has been happening in our harbor is egregious and we
need your direct involvenent now, now, to put this shipin
the right form House Document 389 Public Law 780 are truly

gui di ng docunents on how this harbor was supposed to be, on
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how this harbor currently should | ook, and we have |ost our
way. And again, we are very glad that you're now finally
here to set it straight.

This val et boat launching facility -- this state of
the art facility -- where the public benefit is severely
out wei ghed by the substantial inpacts that woul d occur by it
actual ly being constructed. W need to you thoroughly I ook
at that project and understand that there are severe
| mpacts -- significant inpacts -- going way beyond what an
envi ronmental assessment or EA would do. This was not --
this will not be something where the arny corps can sinply
say it is independent and utility.

How wi I | Boat Central function, including the
| aunch, retrieval, reservations, maintenance, technology? It
Is a sad coomentary that we have such a technol ogy advanced
facility being proposed and not one of us here can see how
this technology is going to work. In fact, when we canme to
your offices we asked the same exact thing, and no one knew.
And | think that that needs to really resonate with the
corps. |If you don't know how it works, we of course can't
know how it works, and if no one knows how it works ot her
than the devel oper saying it is going to work -- he's saying

| aunch tines are sonewhere between five, eight, naybe even

ten mnutes. That is a pretty huge caveat we cannot have and

we cannot afford. And we will talk about affordability later
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on.

Public concerns are many. Disruption over the
public launch ranp you have al ready heard about. Structures
that extend over the water, ninety-seven feet over the water,
in Marina del Rey. Reduction of views, pedestrian waterways,
protection of Native Anerican cultural resources, inpacts of
wildlife and the Ballona Wtlands area, water quality
I npacts, air quality inpacts, shade, shadow, w nd.

Structural integrity on the bull kegs. It goes on and on and
on and a lot of this -- even in the EIR-- is sinply not
addressed. Clearly what is needed is an Environnental | npact
St at enent .

Qur harbor was created with tax payer funds. A |ot
of those funds were fromthe Rivers and Harbors Act. The
federal project took six years to build the main structures
and nearly eleven years to fully open to the public, all wth
tax payer noney. Since it's opening the project has sonewhat
changed, not somewhat, but now in the recent years has
conpl etel y changed and been overturned. Wth Parcel 44 right
over this way within a few feet being proposed, Fisherman's
Village now being proposed, Parcel 9 across the way, Parcel
10, Parcel 15-U, this federal project is going under --
undergoing a major facelift, and you cannot say that this
I ndependent utility or a sinple inpact caused by an

envi ronnental assessnment. This is an EIS. This is the clear
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definition under EPA that you have all these projects in one
very, very closed area. There is no way you can do an EA and
say it is going to be enough. There are too many cunul ative
| mpacts that are not going to be addressed in a sinple EA

Public safety. That public launch ranp is very
busy, especially during summer tines. Wen the boats cone
in -- and we actually have several docunents that say any
given sumer day it is about 78 to 80% occupi ed. Wen those
famlies cone fromall over Los Angeles to |aunch the boat,
the last thing they with want to do is get in the ranp
Itself, ook up, and see a ninety-seven foot -- eighty-five
foot high structure that they are going to have to avoid.

If | can just get a couple nore comments in, please.
Ckay. On page 962 of the final EIR there is no boat captain
and you all really should understand this and of course the
other regul atory agencies, there is no boat captain that can
make that maneuver and avoid hitting that structure. Mtter
of fact, on that page it clearly shows that there is only one
boat tied at the end of the proposed Boat Central. But in
other pictures it shows that there are two boats, and we know
that those are at least ten to fifteen feet wide, so we have
a lot of different things fromthe final inpact report that
are absolutely contrary to what we know as the truth. And we
need you to really |l ook at these cunulative inpacts of this

project. Understand, for the nost part, you don't have many
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proponents here, you have multiple -- and there is the very
few tines that the devel opers have gotten together and said
we don't want this project and the community doesn't want
this project. |f you have the devel opers and the community
saying that at the sane time, that is very rare. W never
have that. Usually devel opers are |ike yeah we will support
you. But to have you all together saying we don't want that
project -- who are your proponents? Wwo wants it? And it
comes back with we don't know. \Wo knows. So it's quite
clear you don't have a lot of proponents on this project. It
Is quite clear that the cunulative inpacts are noney and we
really need an effort by your office to get an Environnenta
| npact Statenent to really nmake clear of what is going on in
this public harbor. Thank you.

M5. WALKER: M nane is Roz Wal ker, and | amnot the
expert like all of the prior speakers. Thank god for them
| came out here when they were starting to build the marina
in 1962. What you are getting is an enotional female. |
| ove this marina, and | watched thembuild it and fall. |
have watched from 1962 to today. The business nodel they use
for maintaining this marina, for the project we are here for
and all the other projects that -- | don't know if you know
about it or not, but you should -- the traffic comng into
the marina will be unbearable fromall the projects. | want

to say to you the business nodel that Marina del Rey is
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t hought of, gone by, and run by the board of supervisors,
county of Los Angeles. The business nodel that it was
originated wwth is faulty. Wy? Because the board of
supervisors and the county of Los Angeles, we the property
payers -- our taxes -- we own it. The board of supervisors
who cal |l thensel ves bosses, and they are not. W are their
bosses. W pay their salaries.

This is howthey runit. The County of Los Angeles
owns the land. They give devel opers -- sonmeone asked ne what
Is a devel oper. A developer is a private person, |like the
man in the presentation today, who puts up a piece of
property, be it residential, comercial, this, whatever, pays
a lease, signs a |lease for the sixty-sonething years. They
are expiring and have come up now, so they are being renewed.
Fromthe mnute they sign that |ease there was deferred
mai ntenance. | don't care what the they call it, it is
just -- it's deferred naintenance. This will be deferred
mai nt enance and this building can be in deferred maintenance.
Then they want to tear it down, and what they are doing
now -- and this is part of it -- but you have to | ook at the
whol e picture.

You can't have an EIS for the one project. The
dirt, the filth -- that does not know boundaries. It goes.
It isinthe air. So the deferred maintenance goes on for

forty, fifty, sixty years and everything you see -- that is
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the marina. Now, they have devel opers the sane ones or
others. | don't know. | don't want to know. | don't want
to know them They are coming in and they want to densify
the marina. They are taking our city and building it out
over the water.

This is one of the great exanples and there are
plenty nore. They are in the pipeline, and they are being
approved. We got all kinds of shopping centers com ng out
over our water. Please don't allowthis to happen. It is so
bad. The noise of construction. |'ma walker. W nentioned
boaters. W nentioned bikes. | walk. | do a six mle walk.
| can show you on ny app. Three or four times a week in the
marina. | have been doing it for years. |t aids ne
emotional ly and physically. There are lots of wal kers out
there with the bikers. And we can't wal k during
construction. | have lived through nuch of it and | cone
down -- not fromthe water, fromwhere | live -- when is the
marina, and we can't wal k during construction and the
construction -- you can't breathe because they use diesel oil
In the equi pnment they have.

Do you know what this construction is going to do?
| mean, what they are asking just for this building is going
to cause trenors and trauna beyond belief. | amsorry. | am

not the expert. They are wonderful. You should listen to

them You have a person who is emotional. | have watched it
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being built, and | watched it being msmanaged. | have -- am
still questioning why this has been allowed to happen. |

have been comng to nmeetings for twenty years now, and | am
trying to save this marina. So far this hasn't worked. Thank
you for comng here. Thank you for listening. | have
submtted for the record prior a letter on, | think, Decenber
12 to M. Mark Cohen. | have submtted on March 28 a letter
to Bonnie Rogers, who has been very lovely to me on the

phone, and | hope those are part of the record. Thank you.

LCT SUGRUE: | just want to add that Mark and Bonnie
are always pleasant to me on the phone.

MR COFFIN | just want to say, somebody who has
been observing wildlife at the Ballona Wtlands now during
the last fifteen years, all the com ng and going of birds
that fly and use the air to get around and the devel opnment
creates new conflicts between humans and their uses and the
wildlife and creatures that live here. W have brown
stingrays and swallows that visit this slew over there where
that tunnel where they want to propose this nonstrosity
building. And there is nothing short of what we need.

What we really need is an EIS study to see show
those elements will inpact the actual creatures that |ive
here -- that are here today -- that aren't being taken into
consideration. They won't be speaking here. W wll have to

speak for them So there is too nmuch devel opnent everywhere
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creating new inpacts with people and nature and we need to
put a stop to that, and that is what | have to say.

MR CEFINGER  Hello. | amRi ck Cefinger. | run
Marina del Rey Sportfishing. Not really pro or con on this.
| want to make it clear and for the record that we have
specific needs for our sportfishing. Last year we took
al most 50, 000 people out on sportfishing and whal e wat chi ng
charters. Every last one of themdeparts fromDock 52. So
If this project nmoves forward, before you even do anything
el se, you need to nake sure that we are adequately taken care
of and in the mx to give us good, reasonable parking and
boarding facility within the steps of our docks. | have
spoke with Gary Johns and M chael with the county several
tinmes about this and they are very aware of my concerns, but
| have not gotten anything in witing and nothing beyond a
verbal that they plan to noving us up to Parcel 77 or
pl anning on doing this or doing that. But before you nove
forward, we got to make sure is that we are being taken care
of because 50,000 is a lot of people. And thank you very
much.

M5. MAY: Hello, everyone. Thank you very nuch for
being here. US. Arny Corps of Engineers, thank you very
much. Please know that | amdefinitely opposed to the
proposed project. Unless there is a conpelling necessity or

significant public benefit, any additional devel opnent in the
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mari na should not be approved. Loosing parking spaces and
risking the creation of serious environmental problens is not
a good idea. Even though this project would interfere with
fishing and -- |ike other vegans, we would prefer that
fishing not be encouraged in the marina -- we are still
strongly opposed to the Boat Central project. Thank you and
god bl ess.

MR PREVEN. Geetings. Thank you to the court for
hearing fromthe public on this. | ama residence of Studio
Cty, California, city of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles,
and, obviously, here in the United States of Anerica. The
jurisdiction of the corps is of great interest. This is the
channel and as many have said this is federal -- federally
built initially. And this project does seemto be intended
for a use that is not utterly -- there is not a great denmand
for this type of structure because there are vacancies, as
peopl e have said, in the current boat slips even as we speak
To build this type of a project takes a |ot of work and a | ot
of nmoney, and it's inportant to understand whether an
automated facility for dry stack storage is functional and
could be functional.

Wth the hearings at other times, questions are
rai sed about where is this kind of facility currently
functional for small boats, and it was very unsatisfying

responses that came forward. There was one place that |
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| ooked very hard. | went into deep dive in the Google and in
one facility in Port Marina, Florida, that is for large
boats, and it is $225,000 a slip, so it is not the kind of
public marina approach. It is nmore |like a condo for your
yacht, and to do this in a public marina is a real problem
when you |l ook at the proximty, as many people pointed out,
to the public launch ranp. Wat you have is the possibility
on busy tinmes and holidays and people have made this very,
very clear in power point presentations that there would be a
cluster problemto put it in lay terms. Wen activities cone
to a head. 10 mnutes to |load a boat. There are real
operational questions that need to be answered and the person
answered. \Were is the engineering drawings for the way this
facility actually works is a very, very good question
because there is not a bona fide system | |ooked at the
shards of information that were given and kind of went down
the rabbit hole, and nothing like this is functional.

One final point is thisis a public marina, so the
comm ssioner for the Coastal Conm ssion and all of you want
to make sure that things are affordable. Well, this was
built as something that was going to enhance or pronote small
boater recreation. | can't see how that would be the case as
there is not one in the country that is functional for snal
boats like that. | just don't know how that woul d be

affordable. And to quote one of the coastal conm ssioners
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who kind of |ooked sideways as she was approving it herself,
there is no way to make a boat valet pretty, and this giant
box in this gorgeous environnent is a terrible mstake and
shoul d be characterized as a bad idea. And we ought to do
something wwth it -- leave it as a parking lot so all the
recreational groups in the area can make good use of that
space, access the public land, and can continue to do so. So
t hank you.

M5. KNI GHT: CGood afternoon. M nanme is Kathy
Knight. Thank you, first of all, for having this hearing. |
really appreciate it. And | know you came and asked you to
have it and it took a while and | appreciate that you have
done it -- giving people the opportunity to speak to you
| mconservation chair of the Airport Marina Goup but ny
first comments | will be saying on ny own.

Basically, | think that if you haven't seen -- if
you haven't seen Dock 52, you can drive over there on Fiji
Way. | don't knowif you have all seen it or not, but it is
a huge wonderful parking lot. You can wal k down and see the
water. People conme and park their car and get on their bike
and ride around the marina and it is a wonderful, wonderful
resource, and | hope everyone that hasn't seen it drives
over. It is the next street over that way, and it's about
hal fway down there. There is a sign that says Dock 52.

And, basically, | amvery concerned about the inpact
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on the wildlife that this would have. And again, the birds
we have destroyed over 95% of our wetlands, coastal wetlands,
have been destroyed al ready from devel opment. W only have a
tiny bit left, 5% And the birds are trying to use these
areas when they mgrate fromAl aska to South Anerica and back
up again and they stop here, and |I'mconcerned. Sonebody
said there is glass that can hurt them and it's like right
where they would be flying, right down here along the coast.
So | think that needs to be | ooked at.

And al so, | would hope the Sierra Club Airport
Marina G oup does support having an EI'S done on this. That
woul d be the best type of study to do, and we hope that you
would do that. And there is many -- there is many groups
that have been fought for many, many years to save the
Bal | ona Wetl ands ecol ogical reserve. And we were told don't
eveni ng bother trying to save it, and we fought because we
knew it should be saved. It is nature and we got to start
begi nning to save nature and so we did fight for noney years.
We spent thousands and thousands of dollars of our personal
I ncome to support those fights. W finally got half the |and
saved, so that's -- you know. That was that. And let ne
see. There is a sign-up sheet outside. If anyone wants to
sign-up, we can keep you inforned of our progress on trying
to save this land. Thank you

M5. COYNE-HOERLE: Hello. | will add ny things to
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everyone el se that you had this meeting here because it
real ly does make a difference for us. | live about several
bl ocks fromhere, and | lived here eight years and a have
seen tremendous devel opment in those years. The big issue |
think is that the County of Los Angeles using this as a cash
cow. The proceeds fromthe marina are the second | argest
amount of noney the county has next to property taxes, so
they are devel oping not just their project but many hotels
and apartnents that have been alluded to before. Trader Joes
and -- too much commercial and not enough -- nor the original
purpose, which is for this to be a public access point for
the smal|l people like ne, nmaybe |ike you.
| just think that Boat Central is out of scale for

what is in the marina. The fact that they are confiscating
this nuch water and what | view as a dangerous position close
to the boat ranp. | don't think there is any way they can
say there will be a queue or lineup. Wat do they do when
the boats conme in? They may make an appointment to get their
boat out, but when they cone in as they will and the sane
with people at the boat |aunch, you can't control that
traffic. But | think it is nothing but a hazard building up.

We need an EIS. | have worked in other jurisdictions.
| have volunteered in other jurisdictions, and the cunul ative

Inmpact is what is inportant because it is not just this one

project. It is all of them You have to look at all of them
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together, so we are begging you to cone up with a cunul ative
envi ronmental inpact statement. And | really appreciate you
putting a copy of those hearings in the public library and
that neans we don't have to buy it, and I"'msure it's going
to be volumnous. And | know that other jurisdictions do

t hat .

| have gone fishing fromthere. | bike. | walk, and
It's huge asset to the community. It mght not sound |ike
that. Famlies don't have a |ot of noney, and | went down to
Orange County and they are charging an incredi bl e amount for
parking. Parking lots are enpty because famlies with a | ot
of kids maybe don't have noney to do that, so this parking
lot is very inportant. And if you force people to wal k
for -- to go half a mle to another parking lot, they are
probably not going to come. Who wants to come with a bunch
of kids and stuff and try to get sonepl ace.

So ot her speakers toni ght have provided very
detailed statistics on this toxic |load and | agree because it
was detailed there is a channel that leads right into the
Bal | ona Wetlands, just across Fiji. Water doesn't know. It
follows. It doesn't knowit's boundaries, so all of that
toxin that is produced and by this and other toxic
producing -- the boat |aunch and other things in the
marina -- it all goes in there, so we don't want to add to

that. Ckay. So sonme other people, |I think, have referred to
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the California State Water resources board, which has ordered
a clean-up of the marina that has not been done, and that is
off the existing. And it could cost two hundred and fifty to
three hundred mllion. | guess | will stop now But please,
pl ease consider this EIS for the entire marina. Thank you.

MS. VERNON MARINO.  Good evening. M nanme is Nancy
Vernon Marino, and | amdirector of W Are Marina del Rey.
First of all, | would Iike to add ny thanks for this federal
hearing here in Marina del Rey. The Marina del Rey
residence, as well as county recreational users, have been
| argely sidelined by the |ocal permt processes, and we woul d
be really, really happy to see your own standard of review.
I's the inpact of this project on the public interest and not
public benefit, which the county describes as nore revenue
fromthe marina. W would |ike to add our support for an
EIS. | don't knowif your determ nation was made based on
the applicant's subm ssions or whether there has been an
I ndependent review. |f the corps has done the independent
review, may we please see that prelimnary assessnent that no
ElIS is needed because we strongly do disagree that nost of
the inpacts that woul d happen on the public interest is not
addressed and not al one satisfactorily so.

First of all, the displacenment of tens of thousands

of annual recreational users on this site in order to

acconmodat e an experinmental project -- really for 350 very
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elite boaters who can afford prices that will be nore
expensive or at |east as expensive as wet slips -- and we
think this displacing other recreational users -- there is
just no justification for that. The pile driving wll|

di sl odge known toxic sedinents in the harbor floor, into the
waters of Basin H There is also a conduit into the wetland
directly under that parcel, and we would |like to say that

not hing I ess than 100% cont ai nment from both harbor waters
and the wetland is acceptable.

We al ready have really bad pollution. There is a
clean-up programand if this is going to make it worse, then
this sinply is not acceptable. W would also like to ask you
do you have a land use table or analysis of how much of
Marina del Rey is under private control for private access,
which this project would be, and how nuch is still open to
public access and use and enjoynment? And we would Iike you
to have sone kind of information on that to see, and it is
wel I over 70%is now conpletely closed off to public access.
You can wal k through an alley and you can get to a sidewal k
and stand on concrete and | ook at people's boats and
sonetimes there is a bench that faces a public bathroom but
that is our quote public recreation that they were providing
us in redevel opment, and we want there to be a benchnark that
you cannot take public use and convert it to private use and

we need to know much of it is currently under private control
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and use.

And you need to protect the public assets that we
have because we are getting |less and | ess and | ess, and the
county keeps taking nore and nore and nore of our public
assets and nonetizing themby giving themto private
devel opers specul ators, not the local people. Nationa
conmpani es that are speculating with our tax dollars, and this
community is very, very much of one voice when we say we
won't want that in this conmunity. W want public use and
recreational access and we are begging you, please protect
the very little that is |eft and know before you start your
assessment how nuch of that is already gone in the marina.
The federal mandate is that Marina del Rey is for public
recreational use so that is also your standard for review
and we are asking you to know how nuch they have al ready
taken and pl ease stand up for the public interest in this
case. Thank you very much

MR RUDICH Hello, | amDavid Rudich. | have been
a menber of the Dock Riders for many years. W ride out of
Dock 52. The reason is because Dock 52 is at the heart of
where we ride fromand to, and the parking is free. Mst of
the menbers of the Dock Riders are not affluent. Qur dues
are only $20 a year to make it possible for us to be menbers,
and there are many of us. Cycling is the fastest grow ng

recreational activity in the United States. It is
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consummately environnentally friendly. It is affordable, and
It is remarkably healthy.

| am 74 years old. | aman entertainnent [awer. |
have represented Liz Taylor, Jimy Fal k, Debbie Reynol ds,
Jack Webb, Universal, Fox, Capitol Records, Jinmmy Hendri x,
Janis Joplin, and hundreds of others, but nothing is nore
i mportant -- nothing that | have every spoken before is nore
I mportant than this. These people have their |ives wapped
around being able to do this. [If you do the sinple honework
of going to Dock 52 and | ooking around the parking lot, you
won't see any Mercedes- Benz. You don't see any Bentleys.
You won't see Ferraris. You wll see older cars. You see
people there. And hundreds of themriding their bicycles or
runni ng from Dock 52.

These people are friendly. They are sweethearted.
Because of them three weeks ago -- because of ny invol venent
and introduction to them-- three weeks ago, | was able to
ride 100.2 mles to the top of Big Bear Village. Ten
thousand feet of clinbing. That's because of the lifestyle
we have. Nobody drops a piece of paper on the ground. No
one. They are careful. W are careful of the environnent,
and we are careful of each other. Your environmental inpact
report, if you obtain one, won't show the deci mation these
people will suffer if you close Dock 52 to them Thank you.

M5. GOODMAN:  Hi, | am Susie Goodman, and definitely
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we are over devel oped here, but | amgoing to talk about a
di fferent perspective. | have had nmy boat in Mrina del
Rey -- | ama sailor -- for over 10 years. This project is
the worst, worst, worst thing could you possibly put here for
boaters. Sailors would be -- there is no way. |If you're
breaking -- the whole wind is gone. You can't possibly build
somet hing that is so obnoxious as this Boat Central thing.
There are places that need covered spaces. It is called the
East Coast where weather is different. Southern California
happens to have the best weather. W do not need to have
covered spaces for boats. Thank you

MS. MAY: Good evening. M name is Arnmaiti May, and
thank you for being here to listen to our concerns. |[|'ve
been a residence of this area for nost of ny life. And
have seen a pattern of wildlife being devastated through
over devel opment. One exanple of which -- is what happened at
xford Lagoon, which is supposed to be a federally protected
bird refuge, and somehow t he county board of supervisors
deci ded that they would convert that into a public recreation
area instead of honoring the wldlife and letting them have
their peace and dignity. They destroyed 650 mature,
beautiful trees, and this was despite protests, which |
organi zed several fellow comunity nenbers that were
concerned. And we got a lot of nmedia coverage, but even

despite that the county ignored our concerns. The
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supervisors went right ahead and they actually violated a
nunber of laws in the process.

| was witness to a dead bird, an osprey. A bird of
speci al concern who uses those trees for their habitat and
that bird is nowin trouble. W are concerned about the
Monarch butterflies that have | ost their hones because those
Eucal yptus trees were destroyed and the Monarch butterflies
are in decline 90% Their numbers are down. | am opposed to
the Boat Central project. It is not helping the community.
It is not helping the wildlife. It is nmore enriching a very
tiny percentage who want to get nore and nore wealthy at the
expense of everyone else, and it is just not right because
this is a public area. W are supposed to hel p everyone, and
we cannot allow our lives to be destroyed so that a few
peopl e can rake in nore and nore noney.

| think that you al so have to renenber being that it
is aglass building. It is going to be a real problemfor
the birds that are going to fly. | ama veterinarian. |
have treated birds along with other types of animals. | --
but | have seen a dead bird next to a glass building wth ny
own eyes rather recently. And | think it would be tragic if
you have this big structure here, and | amsure there will be
a lot of dead birds. As it is, the wildlife are struggling,
so | just ask that you please consider carefully and don't

| et these influences taint your perception of the reality of
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what is going on here. It is just this on-going trend of
overdevel opment at the expense of our wildlife, our habitats,
for all these creatures that share this planet with us, the
envi ronment, and, of course, the public. Thank you.

M5. HANSCOM Honorable officials, | am Marcia
Hanscomwi th the Ballona Institute. W are the voice for
nature for the Los Angeles coast. And | want to wel cone you
to our neighborhood and to the greater Ballona Wetl ands
ecosystem W are sitting on what was once, not that |ong
ago, part of the Ballona Wetlands. Mre than half the
wet | ands were destroyed to build Marina del Rey in the
sixties and the rational that was given -- besides sone
m squi ded i deas of mosquito infested swanps -- and
historically the way wetlands were thought of -- the rational
was that this would be a public resource for the entire
region. And we have turned this into Mam Beach. It really
I's not that anynore.

There are little pockets of open space where nature
Is thriving. W have eight endangered species in the Ballona
Wet | ands and this Dock 52 parking lot is alittle bit special
to ne because | worked since 1995 to help protect 640 acres
of the Ballona Wetlands and we did get into public ownership
and this parking |ot was where we brought all the el ected
officials and sonme who were not elected, including Mark Davis

who was the assistant secretary of the Arny Corps of
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Engi neers at one time, and | think that what he did during
Bill Cinton"s tine in office was hel ped during turn the
corps a little bit to the environnment. So we have soneone
who is the senior lead on this who is an ecologist. That
wasn't the way things were twenty-five, thirty years ago with
the arny corps, so it is very heartwarmng to see this and to
think the Army Corps of Engineers mght help us nore than the
California Coastal Comm ssion is doing, which is in conplete
disarray right now And we are asking you to help us to
protect this parking |ot.

Wiy woul d you protect a parking lot? This parking
lot is right across the street fromthe Ballona Wtl ands.
Let's ook at some vision. This is an opportunity for us to
have a place. This could be the central place where people
come to see the wetlands, see the wildlife. If you walk
right to the water there and wal k directly there fromthe
water to the wetlands across the street, you're actually
wal king on top of a tidal channel. And ny partner is a
bi ol ogist. W brought themout there and wouldn't it be
great to take the asphalt off of this tidal channel and have
alittle glass over it or even open so you can see the
stingrays comng through, so you can see the fish comng in
the wetland and we woul d have an open air tidal channel there
where people -- as soon as you get out of your car, you would

really get what the whole nmarina and the wetlands is about.
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That is one idea. And there are ideas of things we can do
with this. W can have a great observation deck built there
that you to could see things the way the birds see them And
that's one of the things | want to tal k about.

This is a flyway right here. In many of these trees
inthis park, you will see black-crowned night herons. |f
you | ook on a map for the Burton Chace park to Dock 52 to the
wet | ands tidal channel that we just tal ked about, that is
where the bl ack-crowned ni ght herons fly back and forth, and
I f you put this big structure right inthe mddle, it's right
in their flyway. Another pathway is to the egrets that |ive
right across at the way at Yvonne Burke park, the snowy
egrets and the grey egrets. This is right in their path. W
want to think about those things and have themreally
studi ed, which they have not done.

And as you know, under the NEPA cunul ative inpacts
are required and also no action alternative was to be studied
because this was just being pushed through by the county's
supervisors -- several of which are terned out by the way --
and, two, will be gone in December. So | think there are new
t hi nki ng ways about this area and how much how much wonder f ul
nature that we have to protect. And in fact, you may have
heard our Congress menber Ted Lieu -- heis in the air
force -- and has introduced into the Congress a bhil

directing the national park service to study the idea of a
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Los Angel es coast recreation area, and we have severa
Congress nembers who have signed on to that. W have so nuch
potential here, and we would |ove to see the army corps junp
in with the national park service and have the federa
governnment have a little nore say. W know you have sone
environmental |aws that we don't really have on a | oca

| evel . Thank you.

M5. ROTHSTEIN. | want to thank everyone here. They
make such beautiful, eloquent statements, and thank you for
comng. | want to remnd everyone -- because it was al nost
said by the |ast speaker and simlar beautiful remarks -- the
marina was built by the arny corps, by you guys, and we have
to keep federal standards. W have been sold down the river
by the Coastal Conm ssion and by the board of supervisors. |
ama federalist, not a state rights person, so please do your
duty guys and help us. Thank you.

MR HAMLTON. | want to thank the Corps of
Engi neers for comng and sitting in front of us and all ow ng
us to speak. It's a fabulous opportunity for us to express
ourselves. It's not a confortable place to be. Some
people -- | think we have a pretty calm organized group
Now, ny experience with the corps of engineers go back to the
time when | was a toddler because | grew up in the state of
California since | was born in 1946 and | fished a lot in

| akes that were built by the corps of engineers. Thank you.
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And | caught a lot of fish over the years. Also, | worked
for the corps of engineers -- not directly -- indirectly for
a contractor, the Hancock Foundation at USC, and | did the
data anal ysis on the corps report for the L. A harbor done by
Dorothy Sue and M ckey O Gehry [sic] and the report is about
that thick. And | did the data clean-up for that and did the
data analysis on initial report, which was a | argest
environnental project ever run on the West Coast, up until
that time in the early seventies. It includes bird, fish
data, all kinds of things. | was the computer guy, and | put
in over 90 hours a week, and | still went out and collected
data at sea.

Now, | am against this installation on the basis of
Its disturbance and the fact that it is an unbelievable
outlay of noney that will not acconplish what they have set
out to do. | have seen the county spend noney for the
purpose of building fiefdoms in their departnents, such as
the purifier at Mlibu Lagoon, which they spent a mllion
dollars on that, and it never once worked for one day from
the tine it was installed. They have since spent noney to
remove it, and there is a whole big project over there.
These projects are done, but they are not done in a way that
can be nonitored and inproved by using a very effective
managenent techni que where we neasure the species counts,

enpl oy biologists. W do the species counts, and then we
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performcorrective actions. If you want to |aunch nore
boats, there are other cheaper ways to do it and safer ways
for the public to use existing facilities and perhaps an
additional facility located el sewhere in the marina.

So | think we need to | ook at the other avenues of
solving this problemand not turn, as we said, to the things
that seemto be nore appropriate for having covered boat
spaces |ike places like Chicago and the East Coast, of which
| amalso famliar. So thank you very much for your tine.
You're looking at 172 plus units of science alone, and | have
had people watch ny work, such as say Linus Pauling watch ny
wor K.

M5. POWNERS:. Thank you for allowing this public
di scourse. It has been really wonderful to hear everything.
| did a lot of what has al ready been said, so | wll be
pretty brief. | think the reality of fifty, sixty years ago,
and when the narina was conceived and built, do not fit
twenty-first century realities. W are in the madst of some
maj or -- as you know, because the corps is going to having to
respond to them major 21st century realities involving
climate change, which is going to hit this area very hard.

It is going to hit the wetlands very hard. It is going to
hit the marina very hard. And the realities of 50 or 60
years ago and building, the constant building -- we are

| osi ng species at such a rate, including many are endangered
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who winter here. There is a specific spot in the flyway that
has been pointed out. And we are in danger of |osing over
40% of remaining. We have |ost 70% of seabirds. Mny of
themw nter here fromthe arctic, fromup north, and we can't

afford to | ose anynore. They are hanging by a thread. Even

inthis last year -- | think 2015 is going to be a defining
year that -- because of the species collapse of fisheries.
And so | think we really -- I really encourage you to rethink

things in terms of twenty-first century reality and what
needs to happen here. So that's pretty much it. Thank
you.

MR WAHHAS: Hello again. M tine right now, and |
sinmply want to play a video froma former coasta
comm ssi oner, now state Assenbly menber from Santa Cruz. H's
nane is Mark Stone. He is a forward thinker and also a
boater, an expert, and he directly addressed what he felt of
Boat Central and simlar projects |ike Boat Central a few
years ago and | would think his coments -- | amreally
di sappoi nted that we cannot use technology here to get this
on. We will try to get the audio on -- bear with me. | wll
al so submt this to the corps.

"I think the technology is sonething and the
possibilities are kind of really cool and intriguing to
think, but if you start looking at -- if I'mgoing to order

my boat and it's going to be washed and refueled and it's
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going to be provisioned, that cost to ne is significant and
that's not -- if we are creating a situation where we are
driving up the cost of boating which is expensive enough

al ready, we are now closing the door to a lot of current
boaters and certainly future boaters who won't be able to
afford that."

So those coments are deep. |If we are now closing the
door on affordable recreational boating, and that's
eventual |y what this project does. You're taking a very
high-end facility and now putting in prices that are way
above what we are normally accustoned to in wet slips and dry
storage. W are raising the ceiling, and we know that the
other prices will go along with that. That is what Assenbly
menber Stone is talking about. You're now closing the door
on people who this nmarina was built for and really what the
Harbors and Rivers Act talks all about. In thereit is fair
and equitable pricing and you have to | ook at fair and
equi tabl e pricing, especially when the tax payers funded this
federal project, so it is critical if you are going to build
high-end facilities on public land that-- well, let ne
restate that. You should not build high-end facility on
public [ and where taxpayer noney is involved because, again,
your either allowing a certain segment, a top segment of the
popul ation to access those facilities. That's sinply wong.

This land is for everybody. These public |ands --
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and it says on a very nice plaque right out in front of the
Departnent of the Beaches and Harbors that this harbor was
built for the residence of Los Angeles county. It is Los
Angel es county | and, but, you as well know, that the federal
taxpayers were also very nuch involved here. And if you're
going to go out to the federal taxpayer and say sorry, this
facility isn't for you. W knowthat it is too expensive for
you. Find other places for you on recreational public |and
you can go to, like Mss Marino brought up. Qur access is

di m ni shing quickly and until -- again, | go back do that
Calvary statenent. | amwatching a nmovie. | amseeing that
uniform W need you here. W are glad that are you here
tonight, and we really need your involvenent nowto bring
about nore fair and equitable access and fair and equitable
pricing that is outlined in House Docunent 389 and Public Law
780. Thank you.

M5. VOSBURG Hi. If you feel like | do, then we
need an EIS. An EIS conprehensive over the entire marina,
which is 950 acres, to look at all the things that have
occurred. Can you raise your hands -- Raise your hand if
you would like to go have an EIS. [|s there anyone who of
woul dn't? What about our devel oper over there? Do you want
an EIS? Do you want an environmental inpact statenent?
Cuess we are not getting an answer there. Anyway, if you're

interested in continuing this concern fromarea to area --
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renmenber. This is only the beginning. This goes from now.
It's pier or Dock 52. Next, it's pier 54. Al buildings,
83,000 square feet. Then it's Fisherman's Village, around
90, 000 square feet instead of a sixth of that, around 13,000
square feet. And then there is, you know, in contention
right now 9-U, which is right now a wetland, fresh water
wet [ and, which they are looking at to bring in the sane

pol luted water that they are suggesting bringing anything to
Dock 52 and into our wetlands. They are suggesting again
that they turn that they bring a pipe and they irrigate with
pol luted water that needs to be cleaned up. And it goes on
and on and on.

So | amasking you -- on May 17 and every nonth,
except for a couple summer nonths, we have a program here at
between 7:00 and 9:00 p.m, and it's always on a Tuesday
night, but we can't get consistency on what Tuesday because
of the rules that are around, but, anyway, if you would |ike
to sign-up, we would appreciate you signing up. W would
appreci ate your attendance and, you know, | keep saying to
peopl e "know edge is power." So there are twenty of these
things out here but there are also save Ballona dot org that
has an amazi ng anount of information so you can | earn about
what is here right now and al so what is comng in the future.
So | invite you May 17, Tuesday night, right here, 7:00 to
9:00 p.m Thank you.
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MS. SHALLENBERGER. M name is Liz Shall enberger,
and | ama residence of Marina del Rey and this is going onto
any sanctuary. | just want to put a face to a lot of the
people that enjoy that area on the weekends. | ama cyclist
and you know it is ny passionin life, and that is where ny
group neets and | see a |l ot of other groups there. Quys
putting their kids to go on the fishing boat or on the party
boat, and, you know, | net one weekend these guys were there
that had no use of their legs |earning howto use their
arm power ed wheel chairs and you know. | worked downtown as a
nurse, and | amon the 10 Freeway three hours a day. And
am j ust about insane by the end of the week, and that is
where | go. That is where ny space is, and I think a | ot of
ot her people in ny position feel the same way. Not that
anyt hing other than nunbers and dol | ars influences anything,
but I wanted to put nmy two cents in. Thank you

M5. KNIGHT: Yes. | just had a couple things. |
just wanted to show you the way things are done. This
picture of the Boat Central -- the wetlands have been whited
out over here, so when you see it you don't even know the
connection that this is right across the street fromthe
wetlands. And that is the kind of thing that gets done.
There is not really a realistic representation done on a | ot
of these issues. And | -- | wanted to say that if anybody

wants to stay involved with us, the Marina Coalition, you can
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see ne after and sign-up and keep in touch.

And lastly, there is a hearing at the Coasta
Comm ssion on this Friday on the last marshland |eft, Parce
9-U, and it will be on Friday at the Coastal Commission in
Newport Beach, and if you want nore infornmation see Marcia
Hanscom Marcia, raise your hand. She's right back there
with the Ballona Institute and this -- the proposal is to put
a 288 roomhotel on this marsh and leave a tiny little thing
for the birds that people can watch when they sit outside or
wal k around it. |It's crazy what we are doing these days. So
we are trying to save these last tiny bits of nature left in
Marina del Rey. Thank you.

M5. VERNON MARING: H again. H name is Nancy
Vernon Marino, and | wanted to speak on the issue of public
safety, which | had run out of time earlier because the
public safety of recreational units it being increasingly
shoehorned into already utilized spaces for that. And one of
things that | didn't nention earlier is that the county is
planning to put a |lot of stand up paddl e board and kayak
storage directly across the are street fromthis project that
are you considering today. And the safety of the launch ranp
boaters com ng out, many of whomare new to boating so they
need a little bit of forgiveness when they are trying to get
under way rather than trying to get through that little

narrow passage with lots of cigarette boats and big boats
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comng at themevery direction. So | really would inplore
you to make public safety of all the boating uses in the
channel, not only the ones we have tal ked about, that are on
the docket that the county and applicant's don't nention
because there has not been a permt signed so they just kind
of ignore these things.

Pl ease find out fromthe public and all the proposed
uses in Basin H because that will inpact. That wll inform
your assessnent of the safety hazards of the project. And
finally, | would like to say that the Marina Coalition, we
are a lot of organizations in the comunity and we all have
t he shared comon interest, and we would like a
representative fromthe corps to be involved with that. |If
one of you would like to be part of that, we would invite you
to join us. Thank you.

LCT SUGRUE: Thank you everybody. And on behal f of
the Corps of Engineers, this is a tremendous participation,
and it's of great value to us in our process to hear directly
fromyou, and so thank you for comng tonight. Again, we
carefully consider all conments, both verbal that we have
heard tonight, as well as witten, for our proposed project.
As part of our final permt decision. As a remnder the open
period for comments is open until May 20th. Next Friday is
when that period closes. They nust be received by May 20th

in order for us to consider themin the evaluation for this
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permt.

So what's the next step? | can hear a pin drop. |
know that you want to know. W take this and we make a
determ nation in the environmental assessnment to determne
significance, and that does take a bit of tine as we consider
both what the applicant has submtted, as well as your
comrents for it, and we will use your comrents fromtoday as
wel | as those already been submtted and those that wll be
submtted in witten formthrough the 20th in our decision
docunent. There will be responses to those in your decision
document .

If you need any further information on the project,
| encourage you to visit the information table at the
entrance. W have do have a website that information is
avai l able on. Be sure you get the link to that website.
Thank you. It was a privilege and a pleasure hearing from
all of you tonight, and I w sh you the best.

(End of proceedings at 7:47 p.m)
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CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPCRTER

* * * *

The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter
of the State of California does hereby certify:

That the foregoing Proceedi ng was taken before
nme at the tine and place therein set forth.

That the testinony and all objections nade at
the tinme of the Proceeding were recorded
stenographically by nme and were thereafter transcri bed,
said transcript being a true and correct copy of the
proceedi ngs t hereof.

In witness whereof, | have subscribed ny nane,

date: May 10, 2016.

this

Denise 76%2/{0 on

DENI SE TALANCON, CSR No. 14047
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