LOS ANGELES DISTRICT
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT

Permittee:  This Regional General Permit applies to anyone in the California portion of the Los

Angeles District of the Corps of Engineers as shown on the attached map (Los Angeles, Orange,

Riverside, San Diego, San Bernardino, Imperial, Ventura, Santa Barbara,
Luis Obispo counties).

Permit Number: SPL-2003-01094-CLH
Issuing Office: Los Angeles District

The District Engineer, Los Angeles District U.S. Army Corps of Engineer

Mono, Inyo, and San

s herby issues the

Regional General Permit (RGP) No. 41, which authorizes the mechanized removal of invasive,

exotic plants (exotics) from waters of the U.S,, including wetlands.

This permit is being issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and is in

972 (33 U.S.C. 1344) and
accordance with

provisions of the Regulatory Programs of the Corps of Engineers (33 CFR Part 322.2(f)) for
activities which are substantially similar in nature, which cause only minimal individual and
cumulative environmental impacts. This RGP applies to anyone wishing to remove exotics in a
manner which is consistent with the terms and conditions of this RGP. Los Angeles District’s

regional conditions apply.

The term "you" and its derivatives, as used in this permit, means the permittee or any future
transferee. The term "this office" refers to the appropriate district or division office of the Corps of

Engineers having jurisdiction over the permitted activity or the appropri
the authority of the commanding officer.

ate official acting under

You are authorized to perform work in accordance with the terms and conditions specified below.




Project Description: This Regional General Permit would authorize the mechanized removal of
the following invasive, exotic plants from waters of the U.S. including wetlands, within the
California portion of the Los Angeles District of the Corps of Engineers, for the purposes of
habitat recovery:

giant reed - Arundo donax

salt cedar - Tamarix spp.

tree tobacco - Nicotiana glauca

castor bean - Ricinus communis
Russian thistle - Salsola tragus

Italian thistle — Carduus pycnocephalus
milk thistle — Silybum marianum
tocalote — Centaurea melitensis

star thistle - Centaurea solstitialis
artichoke thistle - Cynara cardunculus
thistle - Cirsium arvense and vulgare only
bristly ox-tongue — Picris echioides
fountain grass - Pennisetum setaceum
cape ivy - Delaireia odorata (formerly called German Ivy, Senecio mikanioides)
alligator weed - Alternanthera philoxeroides
perennial pepperweed - Lepidium latifolium
white top, hoary cress - Cardaria draba
Russian olive - Elaeagnus angustifolia
myoporum - Myoporum laetum

eucalyptus — Eucalyptus spp.

evergreen ash — Fraxinus udhei

bottle brush — Callistemon citrinus

California (Peruvian) pepper — Schinus molle
Brazilian pepper- Schinus terebinthifolius
carrotwood - Cupaniopsis anacardiodes
Chinese elm — Ulmus parvifolia

oleander — Nerium oleander

Mexican fan palm — Washingtonia robusta
Canary Island date palm — Phoenix canariensis
Geraldton carnation weed — Euphorbia terracina
edible fig (Ficus carica)

blue crown passion flower (passiflora caerulea)
pecan (Carya illindensis)

fennel- Foeniculum vulgare

water hyacinth-Eichlornia crassipes

Spanish sunflower- Pulicaria paludosa

Kikuyu grass- Pennisetum clandestinum
pampass grass- Cortaderia selloana




Andean pampass grass- Cortaderia jubata

Himalayan blackberry- Rubus discolor

Spanish broom- Spartium junceum

purple loosestrife- Lynthrum salicaria
~olive- Olea europea

Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinguefolia)

stinkwort (Dittrichea graveolens)

For the purposes of this RGP, areas are classified as “fully infested stands” if they contain
80% relative or canopy cover of exotics. Areas that contain 50% and 80% relative or canopy
cover of exotics are classified as “partially infested stands.” This RGP is not applicable in areas
that have less than 50% relative or canopy cover of exotics. For a parcejﬁ to be considered a
“stand” it must be at least 0.5 acre in size or completely isolated from contiguous native riparian
habitat. Following flood, fire, disease, or other natural'event which scours of destroys an area;
the area shall be classified based on the areal coverage of exotics Mmehiately prior to natural
disturbance. ’

The following activities are authorized on a year-round basis in “fully-infested stands”:

1. Broadcast foliar application of herbicides which are approved by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for use in wetlands and by the California
Department of Pesticide Regulation for use within the State. Application of herbicides in any
area supporting threatened and/or endangered species should be consi[stent'with the USEPA’s
Oftice of Pesticide Programs, Endangered Species Protection Program c{:ounty bulletins. To
reduce potential impacts to migratory birds using parcels adjacent to "fully infested stands", no

aircraft (e.g. helicopter) based application may occur between March 15 and September 15.

2. Mechanized landclearing, mechanical mulching (i.e. Hydro-Ax), mechanized removal,
chipping, and excavation of living or dead invasive plants and any ass<t)ciated debris. Native
riparian vegetation should be avoided to the maximum extent practicanle. Any native riparian
trees 3-inches DBH (diameter at breast height) or larger which are removed from fully infested

stands, must be replaced on-site at a 2:1 ratio.

3. Stockpiling of invasive plants and associated debris which have been excavated, except
during the flood season (November 15- April 15), when stockpi‘lingv is Rrohibited. Stockpiles
must be placed in previously disturbed or degraded areas, cannot be placed within 50 feet of
flowing water, must be placed in such a manner that it is not dispersed/by currents or other
forces, and must be disposed of within 3 months of initial creation of the stockpile by either
removal to an appropriate upland disposal area or by burning. Prior to upland disposal or
burning of any stockpiles or debris, all appropriate state and local permits must be obtained. To
reduce potential impacts to migratory birds using parcels adjacent to "fully infested stands,”
burning cannot occur within 1,000 feet of native riparian or wetland habitat areas between
March 15 and September 15.




4. Construction of access roads provided that the width arid‘leng
minimum necessary for access to the exotics removal site. Native wooc

th of the road are the
ly riparian vegetation in

- the access road alignment must be flagged and avoided. Placement of fill, such as decomposed

granite, gravel, or concrete, on newly constructed or existing access ro

ds within waters of the

U.S. is not authorized under this RGP. All appropriate Best Management Practices must be
used to preclude increased turbidity and to ensure that road construction does not restrict or
impede the passage of normal or expected high flows or cause the relocation of the water.
Access roads which are no longer necessary for site monitoring, restoration, maintenance, or
treatment, or abandoned access roads must be restored with appropria%e native riparian or

wetland vegetation.

The following activities are aufhorized on a seasonal basis, betwe
March 14, in "partially infested stands": '

1. Plant-specific application of herbicides which are currently ap
use in wetlands. Application of herbicides in any area supporting thre
endangered species should be consistent with the USEPA’s Office of Pe
Endangered Species Protection Program county bulletins. Plant specific
of,applicétion via a backpack sprayer and/or the cut/paint technique (ct
followed by immediate direct application of herbicide to the freshly cut
may be applied to native riparian Vegetatioh. '

2. Mechanized landclearing, mechanical mulching (i.e. Hydro-A
chipping, and excavation of living or dead invasive plants and any ass(
riparian vegetation must be flagged prior to commencement of any me
must be avoided. < '

3. Construction of access roads provided that the width and leng
minimum necessary for access to the exotics removal site. Native wooc
must be flagged and avoided. Placement of fill, such as decomposed g
concrete, on newly constructed or existihg access roads within Waters 0
authorized under this RGP. All appropriate Best Management Practice
preclude increased turbidity and to ensure that road construction does
the passage of normal or expected high flows or cause the relocation of
which are no longer necessary for site monitoring, restoration, mainten
abandoned access roads must be restored with appropriate native ripar
vegetation. ' ‘
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4, Broadcast foliar application of herbicide and stockpilihg are pr ohibited in "partially
infested stands". Hand clearing (including use of chain saws) is generally not subject to Corps

jurisdiction under Section 404. However, if hand clearing occurs in "pa
native riparian vegetation should be flagged and avoided. ‘

rtially infested stands"




5. Ihvasive plant removal from “partially infested stands'v' during,
breeding season (March 15 - September 15) may be authorized by the C
a case-by-case basis. Prior to requesting such authorization, the propos

the migratorybird
orps under this RGP on-
ed project area must be

surveyed by a qualified biologist in accordance with all appropriate U.S. Fish and Wlldhfe
Service protocols. Results of these surveys must be submitted to the Corps as part of the -

Notification requlrement

Notification requlrement notification to the Corps requestmg authori
shall include the following information:
a. Name, address and telephone number of the prospective per
b. Location of the proposed project, lncludmg a v1c1n1ty map;
c. - Project purpose;
~ d. Brief description of the proposed project, including the area
proposed and the method of biomass removal/disposal; \
e.

s
zation under this RGP

mittee;

| extent of,Workbe:ing o

anvds” whjch would be

Acreage of “tully infested stands” and “partially infested st
affected by the proposed prO]ect :
f. C1tat10n of this RGP;
g Copy of a letter to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) i lnqulrmg about '

1

the presence or absence of hsted and/or eligible sites for listing in the National Hlstorlc
Register in the proposed pro]ect area that may be affected by the proposed act1v1ty,

h. Copy of aletter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF
‘Marine Fisheries Service (NMEFS) inquiring about the presence o
~ federally listed, endangered or threatened species or demgnated
~ proposed project area that may be affected by the proposed acti
i.  For work occurring on tribal land, an approval letter from

}-
stands” between March 15 and September 15).

v

S) and/or the National -
r absence of any S
critical habltat in the

vity;
the tribe; .

Results of a migratory bird survey (if work is being proposed in.! partlally infested

A copy of this notification package should be sent to the USFWS NMEFS (if approprlate),
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Coastal Commission (for pI'OJECtS that

- may ; affect the coastal zone), State Water Resources Control Board, and
Reglonal Water Quahty Control Board.

Work may not commence until Verlﬁcatlon of comphance with this RG
Corps or thirty days have passed since the Corps receives a complete n

the approprlate

Pis received from the
ot1f1cat10n package The

Corps maintains discretion to add Special Conditions to RGP verifications to. clarlfy compliance

with the terms and conditions of this RGP or to ensure that the Ppropose
only minimal individual and cumulative adverse impacts to the enviro
the proposed project does not comply with the terms and condltlons of
- determines that the proposed project would be contrary to the pubhc
greater than minimal individual or cumulative adverse impacts to thee
applicant will be notified by the Corps of Engineers within thirty days

d pro]ect would have

nment. In cases where'

this RGP or the Corps
terest or would result in .
nv1ronrnent the -

f recelpt of a complete '

notrﬁcatlon Under these c1rcumstances an individual permlt would hkely bf requlred to

|
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perform the proposed work, e

Permit c‘dnd.i{ionsg "

1. This Regronal General Permlt shall expire April 7, 2019. Based on contmumg evaluatlon v
of the general permlt the Corps retains discretion to reissue, modrfy rescmd or exclude certam

'act1V1t1es or areas from authorrzatron under the: RGP

2. No act1v1ty may substant1ally dlsrupt the movement of those specres of aquatrc lrfe

, mdlgenous to the water body, including those spec1es which normally mlgrate through the g
area. - : ' :
3. "No act1v1ty may cause more than mmunal adverse effects onna

shall not interfere with the publrc s right to free navigation on all navig
States For pro]ects occurrmg in nav1gable waters of the Umted States,
prov1de approprlate not1f1cat10ns to the U.S. Coast Guard as descr1bed be
prlor to start of: act1v1ty and 30 days 1f buoys are to be placed :

Commander 11th Coast Guard D]strlct (dpw)
TEL: (510) 4 437-2980

'E-mail: dllLNM@uscg rml L
Webs1te http //www uscg mll/dp/]nmrequest asp

U S. Coast Guard Sector LA LB (COTP)
- TEL: (310) 521-386.
; -mall ]ohn p- henrugan@uscg mll
~Not1f1cat10n should mclude the followmg mformatlon
Pro]ect descrlptlon,
. Location of the work site;
VHF FM radio frequenc1es monitored by vessels on scene
~ Point of contact and 24 -hour phone number;
_ Potential hazards to nav1gatlon, and
e ;Pro]ect schedule L :

‘mo oo T

4 The Perrmttee shall make every effort to ensure that Vegetatlon
~ other debrls resultlng from the1r act1v1ty do not enter or remain in any .
watercourse e

5. The Permlttee shall not stockplle invasive plants and assoc1ated
season (November 15 to Aprll 15). Stockpll]ng is allowed between Aprl

v1gat10n and act1V1t1es -
able waters of the Unlted
the permlttee shall

low at least two weeks

lf,applicéble_;l .
nodes;root_stalks,“ of i
activelyrj-flowing v

debri's durlngthe ﬂoOd
116 and November 14;

however, it must occur in prev1ously disturbed or degraded areas. Stoc kp1les cannot be placed,«
within 50 feet of flowmg water, must be placed insucha manner that is not dlspersed by




= ~ the pro]ect and: shall not begm work on the act1v1ty until notified by th
the requlrements of the Endangered Spec1es Acthave been sat1sf1ed and that the act1v1ty is

: currents or other forces and must be disposed of w1thm 3 months of in

o stockplle by either removal to an approprlate upland d1sposal area or by

]tral creatlonvyof the
burnmg Prior to

e iupland dlsposal or burnmg of ; any stocl<p11es or debrls, all appropr1ate state and local permlts‘

v must be obtamed

6
. habltat areas between March 15 and September 15.

7 Access roads whlch are no longer necessary for s1te monrtormg,

B ;mamtenance or treatment or are abandoned must be restored wrth app

or wetland vegetatlon S
8. No act1v1ty or lts operatlon may impair r reserved tr1bal rlghts,

. tr1bal 1ands the Permlttee shall submit an approval letter from the tr1b
package and shall obtam Sectron 401 water qualrty cert1f1cat10n or wai

- Environmental Protectlon Agency For pro]ects proposed on lands con

. Tribe of Owens Valley, the B1shop Pa1ute Tribe, or the Twenty-Nme Pa
E Ind1ans, the prospectrve permlttee must obtam Sectron 401 water quall
S ,thereof dlrectly from those tr1bes ; R ‘

No activity is'authorlzed under tl‘llS RGP wh1ch is llkely to ]eop
ex1stence of a threatened or endangered species or a spec1es proposed

Burnmg of stockprles shall not occur w1thm 1 000 feet of natlve 1

IP?fiéh’ora'Wetlasd, S

restoratlon T
roprlate nat1ve r1par1an o

"fcludmg, but not llmlted v
-to, reserved water rlghts and treaty f1shmg and huntlng rlghts For pro'ectsproposed on most e :

w1th their notlﬁcatron
_er thereof fro m t}

'j/olled by 1 the Pine Palute S

|lms Band of Mlss1on i BT

rdlze the contlnued e

,’ 1dent1f1ed under the Federal Endangered Species Act or whlch is likely to destroy.;o adversely &

v 'modlfy the critical habltat of such spec1es Federal agencies should fol

for compl};mg w1th the Endangered Spec1es Act. Non- federal permltte S shall i
d oris inthe vi ‘mlty of

District Engmeer if any listed species or critical hab1tat mlght be affecte

-~ authorized.. Informatlon on the location of the threatened and endang

“critical habrtat can be obtalned from the UsS. F1sh and W11dl1fe Serv1ce and the

i

low their ow procedures: L

r

¢ Distr

tlfy the

ngmeer that

ecies and their

'.Frsherles Service. The Corps may requlre focused endangered spec1es surveys be performed »
T prror to ver1f1cat10n of compllance with this RGP. In add1t10n the USFW S may requ]re the .

- submrttal of an Integrated Pest Management Plan "

100 No act1v1ty is: authorlzed wh1ch may adversely affect h1stor1c pr
) el1g1ble for hstmg, m the Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places unt11 the L
- complied: w1th the prov1s1ons of 33 CFR 325, Appendlx C. The prospec

- notify the D1str1ct Englneer if. the authorlzed activity may affect any h1<,_

determmed to be e11g1ble, or whlch the prospectlve perm1ttee has reaso
ellglble for 11st1ng in the Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places, and shall
until not1f1ed by the Dlstrrct Englneer that the requ1rements of the Nati
‘ ‘Preservatlon Act have been sat1sf1ed and that the act1v1ty is authorlzed

”»1.
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