
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT 

Permittee: This Regional General Permit applies to anyone in the California portion of the Los 
Angeles District of the Corps of Engineers as shown on the attached rna~ (Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Diego, San Bernardino, Imperial, Ventura, Santa Barbara,IMono, Inyo, and San 
Luis Obispo counties). 

Permit Number: SPL-2003-01094-CLH 

Issuing Office: Los Angeles District 

The District Engineer, Los Angeles District U.S. Army Corps of Enginee~s herby issues the 
Regional General Permit (RGP) No. 41, which authorizes the mechanized! removal of invasive, 
exotic plants (exotics) from waters of the U.S., including wetlands. 

This permit is being issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 1344) and 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and is inl accordance with 
provisions of the Regulatory Programs of the Corps of Engineers (33 CFR Part 322.2(f)) for 
activities which are substantially similar in nature, which cause only mi.rlimal individual and 
cumulative environmental impacts. This RGP applies to anyone wishin~ to remove exotics in a 
manner which is consistent with the terms and conditions of this RGP. llos Angeles District's 
regional conditions. apply. 

The term "you" and its derivatives, as used in this permit, means the permittee or any future 
transferee. The term "this office" refers to the appropriate district or divibon office of the Corps of 

I 

Engineers having jurisdiction over the permitted activity or the appropriate official acting under 
the authority of the commanding officer. 

You are authorized to perform work in accordance with the terms and c~mditions specified below. 



Project Description: This Regional General Permit would authorize the mechanized removal of 
the following invasive, exotic plants from waters of the U.S. including Jetlands, within the 
California portion of the Los Angeles District of the Corps of EngineersJ for the purposes of 
habitat recovery: 

giant reed - Arundo donax 
salt cedar- Tamarix spp. 
tree tobacco- Nicotiana glauca 
castor bean - Ricinus communis 
Russian thistle - Salsola tragus 
Italian thistle - Carduus pycnocephalus 
milk thistle - Silybum marianum 
tocalote - Centaurea melitensis 
star thistle - Centaurea solstitialis 
artichoke thistle - Cynara cardunculus 
thistle - Cirsium arvense and vulgare only 
bristly ox-tongue- Picris echioides 
fountain grass - Pennisetum setaceum 
cape ivy- Delaireia odorata (formerly called German Ivy, Senecio mikanioides) 
alligator weed - Alternanthera philoxeroides 
perennial pepperweed - Lepidium latifolium 
white top, hoary cress- Cardaria draba 
Russian olive - Elaeagnus angustifolia 
myoporum - Myoporum laetum 
eucalyptus -Eucalyptus spp. 
evergreen ash - Fraxinus udhei 
bottle brush - Callistemon citrinus 
California (Peruvian) pepper - Schinus molle 
Brazilian pepper- Schinus terebinthifolius 
carrotwood - Cupaniopsis anacardiodes 
Chinese elm - Ulmus parvifolia 
oleander- Nerium oleander 
Mexican fan palm- Washingtonia robusta 
Canary Island date palm - Phoenix canariensis 
Geraldton carnation weed - Euphorbia terracina 
edible fig (Ficus carica) 
blue crown passion flower (passiflora caerulea) 
pecan (Cary a illindensis) 
fennel- Foeniculum vulgare 
water hyacinth-Eichlornia crassipes 
Spanish sunflower- Pulicaria paludosa 
Kikuyu grass- Pennisetum clandestinum 
pampass grass- Cortaderia selloana 



Andean pampass grass- Cortaderia jubata 
Himalayan blackberry- Rubus discolor 
Spanish broom- Spartium junceum 
purple loosestrife- Lynthrum salicaria 
olive- Olea europea 
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) 
stinkwort (Dittrichea graveolens) 

For the purposes of this RGP, areas are classified as "fully infest5d stands" if they contain 
80% relative or canopy cover of exotics. Areas that contain 50% and 80
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% relative or canopy 
cover of exotics are classified as "partially infested stands." This RGP is not applicable in areas 
that have less than 50% relative or canopy cover of exotics. For a parcJ~ to be considered a 
"stand" it must be at least 0.5 acre in size or completely isolated from contiguous native riparian 
habitat. Following flood, fire, disease, or other natural event which scdurs of destroys an area; 
the area shall be classified based on the areal coverage of exotics immediately prior to natural 
disturbance. 

The following activities are authorized on a year-round basis in' fully-infested stands": 

1. Broadcast foliar application of herbicides which are approved by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for use in wetlands and by the California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation for use within the State. Application of herbicides in any 
area supporting threatened and/or endangered species sho{dd be consi~tentwith the USEPA's 
Office of Pesticide Programs, Endangered Species Protection Progr~ ~ounty bulletins. To 

I 
reduce potential impacts to migratory birds using parcels adjacent to "f.lly infested stands", no 
aircraft (e.g. helicopter) based application may occur between March 1~ and SepleiJlber 15. 

2. Mechanized landclearing, mechanical mulching (i.e. Hydro-AT), mechanized removal, 
chipping, and excavation of living or dead invasive plants and any ass<i>ciated debris. Native 
riparian vegetation should be avoided to the maximum extent practicable. Any native riparian 
trees .3-inches DBH (diameter at breast height) or larger which are rem6ved from fully infested 
stands, must be replaced on-site at a 2:1 ratio. J . 

3. Stockpiling of invasive plants and associated debris which ha I e been ~xcavated, except 
during the flood season (November 15- April15), when stockpiling is ~rohibited. Stockpiles 
must be placed in previously disturbed or degraded areas, cannot be placed within 50 feet of 
flowing water, must be placed in such a manner that it is not dispersed! by currents or other 
forces, and must be disposed of within 3 months of initial creation of the stockpile by either 
removal to an appropriate upland disposal area or by burning. Prior td upland disposal or 
burning of any stockpiles. or debris, all appropriate state and local per~its must be obtained. To 
reduce potential impacts to migratory birds using parcels adjacent to "~lly infested stands," 
burning cannot occur within 1,000 feet of native riparian or wetland ha itat areas between 
March 15 and September 15. 



4. Construction of access roads provided that the width and length of the road are the 
minimum necessary for access to the exotics removal site. Native woody riparian vegetation in 
the access road alignment must be flagged and avoided. ·Placement of hll, such as decomposed 
granite, gravel, or concrete, on newly constructed or existing access roJds within waters of the 
U.S. is not authorized under this RGP. All appropriate Best ManagemJnt Practices must be 
used to preclude increased turbidity and to ensure that road constructibn does not restrict or 
impede the passage of normal or expected high flows or cause the relo~ation of the water. 
Access roads which are no longer necessary for site monitoring, restodtion, maintenance, or 
treatment, or abandoned access roads must be restored with appropria~e native riparian or 
wetland vegetation. 

The following activities are authorized on a seasonal basis, between September 16 and 
March 14, in "partially infested stands": 

1. Plant-specific application of herbicides which are currently approved by the USEPA for 
use in wetlands. Application of herbicides in any area supporting thre~tened and/or 
endangered species should be consistent with the USEP A's Office of PJsticide Programs, 
Endangered Species Protection Program county bulletins. Plant specifiJ techniques may consist 
ofapplic~tion via a backpack sprayer and/or the cut/paint technique (chtting of the plant, 
followed by ~ediate direct application of herbicide to the freshly cut stump). No herbiciqe 
may be applied to native riparian vegetation. 

2. Mechanized landclearing, mechanical mulching (i.e. Hydro-Ar), mechanized removal, 
chipping, and excavation ofliving or dead invasive plants and any ass<i>ciated debris. Native 

riparian vegetation must be flagged prior t.o commencement of any meJ
1

.hanized activities and 
must be avoided. , 

3. Construction of,access roads provided that the width and len th of the road are ,the 
minimum necessary for access to the exotics removal site. Native woody riparian vegetation 
must be flagged and avoided. Placement of fill, such as decomposed gianite, gravel, or 
concrete, on newly constructed or existing access roads within waters df the U.S. is not 
authorized under this RGP. All appropriate Best Management PracticJs must be used to 
preclude increased turbidity and to ensure that road construction does not restrict or impede 
the passage of normal or expected high flows or cause the relocation of the water. Access roads 
which are no longer necessary for site monitoring, restoration, mainte9ance, or treatment or 
abandoned access roads must be restored with appropriate native riparian or wetland 
vegetation. 

4. Broadcast foliar application of herbicide and stockpiling are prohibited in "partially 
infested stands". Hand clearing (including use of chain saws) is gener~lly not subject to Corps 
jurisdiction under Section 404. However, if hand clearing occurs in "partially infested stands" 

native riparian vegetation should be flagged and avoid.ed. 



5. Invasive plant removal from "partially infested stands" during e migratory bird 
breeding s~ason (March 15 - September 15) may be authorized by the Corps under this RGP on 
a case-by-case basis. Prior to requesting such authorization, the propos~d project area must be 
surveyed by a qualified biologist in accordance with all appropriate U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service protocols. Results of these surveys must be submitted to the cdrps as part of the 
Notification requirement. 
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Notification requirement- notification to the Corps requesting authorization under this RGP 
shall include the following information: I · 

, a. Name, address and telephone number of the prospective permittee; . 
b. Location of the proposed project, including a vicinity map; 
c. Project purpose; 
d. Brief description of the proposed project, including the area extent of work being 

) 

proposed and the method of biomass removal/disposal; . 

e. Acre. age. of "fully infested stands" and "partially infested strds" which would be 
affected by the proposed project; . 
f. Citation of this RGP; 

'-
g. Copy of a letter to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) inquiring. about · 
the presence or absence of listed and/or eligible sites for listing ih the National Historic 
Register in the proposed project area that may be affected by th4 proposed activity; 
h .. Copy of alette~ to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFtS)and/orthe National 
Marine Fisheries.Service (NMFS) inquiring about the presence or absence of any · 
federally listed, endangered or threatened species or designated critical habitat in the 
proposed project area that'may be affected by the proposed actifity; 
i. For work occurring on tribal land, an approval letter from ~e tribe; 
j. Results of a migratory bird survey (if work is being proposed in "partially infested 
stands" between March 15 and September 15). l 

A copy of this notification package should be sent to the USFW~, NMF, (if appropriate), 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Coastal CommiJsion (for projects that 
may affect the coastal zone), State Water Resources Control Board, and the appropriate 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

Work may not commence until verification of compliance with this RGP is received from the 

Corps or~~ da~s ha~e passed since ~e Corp~ _receives a com~l~te ~Ftification_package .. The 
Corps mamtams discretion to add Special Conditions to RGP verifiCations to clarify compliance 
with the terms and conditions of this RGP or to ensure that the proposJd project would have 
only minhnal individual and cumulative adverse impacts to the envirohment. In cases where 
the proposed project does not comply with the terms and conditions o~ this RGP or the Corps 
determines that the proposed project would be contrary to the public ~terest or would result in 
greater than minimal individual or cumulative adverse impacts to the envll!onment, the 
applicant will be notified by the Corps of Engineers within thirty d~ys~f receipt of a complete 
notification. Unde'r these circumstances, an individual permit would likely 'br required to 

I 



perform the proposed work. 

Permit Condition~: 

1. This Regional General Permit shall expire April?, 2019. Based on continuing evaluation 
of the general permit, th~_Corps retains discretion to reissue, modify, r~sc;in<f, or .exdl.lde certain· ... 
activities or areas from authorization under the-RGP. 

2. No activitymay substantially disrupt the movement ofthosesRecies of aquatic life 

indigenous to. thewater body, inclu.din·g· those species which normal.ly]migrate·t·hr ·. ough'the 
area. · · 

i ' • . 
3. No activity mayvcause more than minimal adverse effects on n. vigation and activities 
shall not interfere with the public's rightto free navigation on allnavi~able Waters of the United 
States. For projects occurring in navigable·waters of the United Stat~s,~lthepermittee shall 
provide appropriate notificatiorts to the U.S. Coast Guard as described bJlow at least two weeks 
prior to start of activity and 30 days if buoys are to be placed: 

Command~r, 11th Coast Guard District ( dpw) 
TEL: (510) 4q7~2980 
E-mail: d11LNM@uscg.mil 
Website: http://www.uscg.mil/dp/lnmrequest.asp 

U.S. Coast Guard, $ectorLA-LB (COTP) 
TEL: (310)521-3860 
E-mail: john.p.hennigan@uscg.mil 

Notification shoulq include the· following iriformation: 
a. Project descripti~m; 
b. Location of the work site; 
c. VHF-FM.radio frequencies monitored by vessels on scene if applicable; 
d. Point ofcontactand 24 -hour phone number; 
e. Potential haz~ds to navigation; and 
f. Project schedule. 

4. The Permittee shall make every effort to ensure that vegetation nodes, root stalks, or 
other debrisresulting from their activity do not enter or remain in any hctivelyJlowing 
watercourse. 

5. The Permittee shall not stockpile invasive plants and associated debris during the ~ood 
season (November 15to April15). Stockpiling is allowed between Apr:i!ll6 and November 14; 
however, it must occur in previously disturbed or degraded areas. Stobkpiles cannot be placed 
within 50 feet of flowing water, must be placed in such a manner that i~ notdispersed by 

., ' ( - . !"·· • 



· currents or other forces, artd1i:nust be disposed of within 3 months of initial creation of the 
stockpile by either removal to an appropriate upland disposal area or bf burning .. Prior .to 
upland disposal or burning .of.any sto.ckpiles or debrisr all appropriate state and local pern1its 
mu~t be obtained. . . . . · . . 

6. Burning ofstockpil~s shall not occur within 1,000 feet of nativeriparian onve~land 
hapitabueas betwe~n MarchlS and September 15. 

7. Accel's roads which are no longer necessary for site monitoring, r~storation, 

:::an4c~~;:::~ent or.are•aPandoned·must be resroreP ~th· ~PB[ropdate native riparian 

8. No activity or its operation may impair reserved tribal rights,· . luc],ing, but :riotlimited 
to, rel'erved wa.ter rights and. tre~ty fishing and hunting rights~ Forpra'ects proposed on most 
triballan~s, the Permittee shall submit an approval letter from the trjb with.their notification 
package and shall obtain Section 401 water quality certificatio:n, or wai er.there.of1 frmn .. the U.S. 
Environni.ental Protection Agency. For projects proposed on larids con blled by the Pine Paiute 
Tribe of Owens Valley, the Bishop Pai1:1te Tribe, or the Twenty-:-Nine Pahns.Band Of Mission 

In ____ dian .. s~t~. ep·r··.o·s __ pecti_·_·v. e.pe. r .. ~it··.t. ee mu .. st 0. btain s_.· ecti.on 401 water qua_lir.
1

.ce.rtific. a. tion_,..·o. r w. aiver thereof, duectly from those tnbes. . · · .. 
. -

9. No activity is authbrized under this RGP which is likely t() jeoprrd,ize the c:ontiriued 
existen,ce of a threat~ned or endangered species or a species proposed forsuchdeslgriation, as 
identified up.der the Federal Endangered Species Act, or whichis)ikel~ to dest,royor.adversely 

mo.dify.· · .. the:criti."c7_·rhabitat .. 0. fs·u· ch __ · -~-.pedes: Pede. ral. age. n.CI.·e·s .. s. ho_u_l .. d ~oll.ew-theiro_.·w··._ .. ···_··n ... ··rroce. ci.ures 
for complr;mg with the Endangered Species Act Non-federalpermitteeshallnotifythe .· . 

District. Engineer if any liste~ species or critica~ ~abitat ~igh~ ~e affecteld ~ris. ill the _vicjpity of 
the proJect and s.hall not begm work on the activity until notified by the Distr~ct Engmeer that 
the .reql1iren1ents of the Endangered Species Act have be~n satisfied•anh that the activity is -
authorized. ~formi:ltion on thelocation of the threatened and endang1redspecies .and their 

c~itica~habita~ can' be obtained froin th~ U.S. Fish and Wil~life Serv~~e rd the N"~~o11al Marine 
Fishenes Service. The Corps may requuefocused endangered species surveys be performed 

. . . ... · .·· . . . . I ... ··_. .. . . · .. 

;~~o~. :~_YJ·e_~_~:_·_ ~7_e·. ;:.~:_ ~e_l~:~_c_:n_w_. _:::~~_-.:~~~.In-addition, th. e .. us. F_r_ •. _·.s··· .·_m., ,_·y .. r· eq. u_._ •. }re th.· e 

10. No activity is-authorized which may adversely affect historic~p~operties listed, or .. 
eligible for listing, in theN ationalRegister of Historic Places until the .IDistrict Engine~r has· 
complied with the provision~ of33CFR 325, Appendix C. Theprospe9tive-permittee must 
notify the District Engineer if the authorized activity may affect. any historic propertiesJisted, 

d~t~nriined ~o .~e ~ligible,or.which th~ prospec~ive ~erptitteehasreasohto._bel_i~ye rn~y.b~ .. 
eligible for hstmg m theN atlonal Register of Histone Places, and shall not b~gm the activity 
until notified by th.e District Engineer that the requirements of.the N atibrtalflistoric __ ·. .. . 
Preservation Act ha:v:e been satisfied and that the activity is authorized I Information on the 



J 

location and existem:e of historic tesources can be obtained. from theSt t~ Jiistoric,Pres~rvation 
","' :'··,,.~, ~ -~~-,.'.-,_.· __ : _: .. '· ,I:··.·, _'·:::--.·:-:~,·,·,_:_- __ ._" . ' >< .. '--. ', ' - -.. -... -,:_- .. ,·-:_.·-, ···.'·.··_ .. ·;, ,··.::·-··::.· '.":··_ .. ,,:_\··.; •_· ·,-· .. ·· 

Ofpc~.and theN ational ~egisterofHistoric Places.( see 33CFR330.4(g) ..• 'F.eder~lp~qi1ittees 
should.· follg~:their~otyn prpced~Ie~ fqr complian~e with.the requireiT\ents·· oftheN.a.tional•·· .. ·. 

Hist~ric Pt~se!v~ti~J:l·~cta~d Pther'Feder~l histori~·prese~atiqn law~; I J~·Y()U, ~isc~y~rany 
previO].Isly,u~~wn histpnc or·,C,t!cheological re1Ilams while acco111phs~g the activity' · 

· ~~~()!~zed~ythis p~~it,yo~ ~V~tir~unediat~ly notify this.~ffic7:?f.u}~·a.i~;~oye~ .. ··¥';~m·· 
mitiat~ ,tlleFederal ·and s.tate cqordmahon reqmredto determ111.e·1fthe remams w(lfrant a . · . 
recovery effort orif theiite is ~ligibleJor listlng .in. the Natioria1Registdr9£H:ist~ri<:Pla~~s:. 

12, · ..... Inparti;llyinfestedstancis,.native riparian, vegetatlonm~stbe; aggedpribrt<J< 

corrunen<:einent of anY 11lec~apized activities and must be avoided. In. ·· lly illfeste~ stand~, . 
m1tivefiparfanveg~tationsh6~ldbe avoided to the maximum ~xt~n~ p acticable; A.llyriatiye 
riparian trees of 3 in~hespBH (diameter atbreast height)or larg~r thi:l CJ:rerehlbvec:{Jrom fully ·. 
infested staitds ~ust be replace~ (>n site at a 2:1 ratio. .· . - .. . ' .. . ' ·· 

13. The peimittee sh;,u!'i'~~.all project sites are markedjn•SJt~ ~ w~)as to W""'l ihe 
publkaqout.th~ localuse of herbicides during p~oject :in'tple:tn~ntation. . · . .. . . 

- ' ,,: ··, . ' .. , ' . 
- . ' -. . . . . ' ' 

J4. A:ilpesticidemixingshaJloccur'outside waters of·the U.S. or·at 
vegetatj~:ri; , . . .·. . . · . 

I • f • . . .. .. ·., 

15. · .· ·. Np n1echani!'ed equipment, rupbertired v~hicles, trackv~hi<:l~s; or other ~qU.ipment ·.·· 

s1ml)· b,stpred, stage~; orfi<~led)n waters of the U 5., mciudingwetlarids,; ) ' ••.••.. ·, . · . . , 

16: . f?ll?witJg Iii• '!~ ~fthi$ yeneral P~enni' p._itt~ sh;Lll~+ ~a~ thep?"i~~·site 
contaJI-ls,less thClJl, ?.o/o re~ahve cover~ge of mvasive non-native vegetaticm(I.e.,thg1nvC1§Ive ... 

~j!;~~~;?S~§!.l;~;:g§?,IiS~{i~i~t~~:;tion 
.. 17. ' . P~i~$;ili:rr takes~s to seC\lre, as apfr,;riate, aSlfO!unb~~.A;~It~a~?~~~eemei\1 ., . · 

with the _Cahf()rmaD~parttQ.ent of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for activif.es 11lYOlymgthe · . . . 

mec~~iL':e~ ~~mbyal~f invasiv~.~~~ticsp~cies. ~ order to e~sur~ ~at~~~n~fl(:iCl.~,:lJ.~~~> > . . . · 

as,SOf:I(ltedwith ~tate fish ang·.'fildJife and especially those state-hst~d speqes.' hab,ttats are . 

adeqpat~}Yprot~cted, a copyof~e full notification. packag~J?r.~p~i~d ~~~P~ps,p~~~v~ nermittees 
·forthE;C()rps.shall·besentco~qurentlyto the CDFW. For proJects.mSantaB,ar]:)(lr(3_;~y~nty.ra, 

L~s Angel~~; 9range,~and S~niJiego Count~es, the p~~ka~e shol1l<fbe ~~1Jft~·~e-~fp~rtrpent'of. 
Fish ai'ld }\TIJ.dhf;, 3~~~>Ruf~m ·Road:,. San Diego, California 92123. Fo~.J1rOJ7C~S:111'Iriy~,'l,vlono, 
SanB.eq;~a,rdn10and, Riv~rsrq~ ~qlilltles,packages sheuld be s,~pttq .36,02 In,land_f~prre · .. ·. 

' - ·.' . 1 '·, . . 
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