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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY NATIONWIDE PERMIT VERIFICATION 

Dear Mr. Rundle: 

I am responding to your request (SPL-2013-00753-CMS) for a Department of the Army 
(DA) permit. Your proposed project, the San Diego River Double Track Geotechnical Borings, 
would result in a discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the United States (U.S.). 
Therefore, pursuant to section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C. 1344; 33 C.F.R. 
parts 323 and 330), your proposed project requires aDA permit. The San Diego River Double 
Track Geotechnical Borings Project is located within the existing railroad right-of-way (ROW) 
just north of Interstate 8, east of Pacific Highway and west of Morena Boulevard in the San 
Diego River, San Diego, California. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Division (Corps) has determined constmction 
of your proposed project would comply with the terms and conditions ofNationwide Pennit 
(NWP) No. 6, Survey Activities, if constmcted as described in your application. 

While this activity meets the general terms and conditions for authorization under NWP No. 6, 
Survey Activities, we note that you do not have Section 401 water quality certification from the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) or Coastal Zone Management (CZM) 
consistency concurrence from the California Coastal Commission (CCC). According to 33 C.F.R. 
330.4, a water quality certification pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA, or waiver thereof, is 
required prior to authorization of your project. You must therefore obtain Section 401 water quality 
certification or waiver, or provide the Corps with evidence that 60 days have passed since you 
applied to the RQWCB for certification. Be aware that any conditions on your Section 401 
certification will become conditions on your NWP authorization. Additionally, by Federal law, no 
DA permit can be issued until the state has concurred with a permit applicant's CZM consistency 
certification. This requirement can be satisfied by obtaining CZM consistency concurrence, or 



providing evidence that 6 months have passed since you applied to the CCC for concurrenc¢. Be 
aware that any conditions on your CZM consistency concurrence will become conditions om. your 
DA pennit, unless the Corps deems these conditions to be either unreasonable or unenforce~ble. 

Enclosed is a provisional NWP authorization letter. This provisional permit authorization letter 
is NOT VALID and does 11ot constitute authorization for you to do work. This provisional p

1

ermit 
authorization letter describes the work that will be authorized, including general and special 1 

I 

conditions which will be placed on your final NWP authorization letter, if you receive a Sect~on 401 
water quality certification from the RWQCB and CZM consistency certification from the C(JC. No 
work is to be performed until you have received a validated copy oftheNWP authorization lbtter. 

' ' 

When you receive your Section 401 certification or waiver (or when 60 days have passec~ since 
you applied)· andy our CZM c;onsistency certification (or when 6 months have passed since ~ou 
applied), you .should contact the Corps Project Manager for this project, Courtney Stevens. at 
760-602-4841 or via email at Courtney.M.Stevens@usace.army.miLPleasereference application 
SPL-20J 3-00753-CMS in your letter. Your authorization could then ,~e issued without furth~r delay 
or processing. 

' 

Specifically, and as shown on the attached drawings/maps, you are authorized to condactthe 
following regulated activities: 

1. Cond~.1ct geotechnical testing of the area immediately adjacentto the existing rail bHdge 
over the San Diego River. The geotechnical testing is in support of the-proposed n~wrail 
bridge ofthe San Diego River for the San Diego River DoubleT rack Project. The; 
purpose of the geotechnical testing is to determine the type ofgeotechnical formati¢ms 
and soils that would be encountered during the construCtion of a new rail bridge. A. total 
of22 barings areproposed; nine are located in waters of the U.S. The other 13 borings 
are Iocatedin developed areas north and south of the river. The boring locations ruid 
associated access routes to the borings are shown on Figure 2, Geotechnical Boring 
Location's and Access Routes. 

2. The nine borings in the San Diego River channel will be performed within the exis,~ing 
railroad ROW; withonly a portion of the access route from the east located outsideiofthe 
~ailroad ROW. Five borings on the south side of the low-flow channel will be acc~:~sed 
from.Hotel Circle Place via an existing maintenance road that follows the southern ~dge 
of the. San Diego River channel. The four borings located on the north side of the !~ow­
flow chaimel would be accessed from Friars Road. A crane will be used to lift the drill 
rig overthe existing concrete berm cilong Friars Road and loweritinto the river chahnel. 

• I 

3. The drillin.g equipment would consist oftruck-mounted drilling equipment. A standard 
flatbed support truck, conventional'pick-up truck and limited access bobcat will als,6 be 
utilized. Rotary ;wash driping, cone penetration testing, and resonant sonic drilling kill 
beutilizedto conductthe borings. Work would begin in mid-November 2013 and be 
completed.prior to March 1; 2014. 



" " " 

4. Auth9iiz~_d(!ril}ing1nethods include: 

,,, R~laiy WaSh diiJ1ng,which involves ~vancing art apPro~ate 4-lnch Jl~~r drill 
bit tl)ro;ughhogowau&ers to the desired depth while circulating wate:r1hrougl11drilling 
rods fr6masfliall holding tank· An approximate Ssquare .feet in siz~. and2 feet in 
he1ghth6ldiiiKt~ is .located adjacent to the drill rig atthe groru:d surface whfle the 

r . water:·i~brculated toth.e.bottom of the boreholethrol1ghthe dr:illingrbds andlliackto 
-the hoialng: tcink, Thete is a continuous circulation ofwat~r,_whicli is cqmplde1y 
c6ntainedthrough6utthe exploration. The water willbe pla¢ed irr55-gkllon st¢el 
driims and t&ken off-site for· sampling, testing and disposal. . :·I· 

b.. G?n~.ir,enetrati<?n:Tesf(CPT)involves pushing an instfU111ente~ 2~in~h~i~et~r rod 
·into.t~e s9il ',Yhile displacing the in~place materia~s.,Jge SP.Tmv~stlgatlon me}hqd 
doest;totg~~e-rate soil cuttings during the ground penetration testing, •'

1 

J. 

c. _ · Res0J1ant Sonic Drilling (RSD} will collect contiliuous soil samples in a standatd 
'verticalco11figuration·Jrom the ground sutface,tp.dieterminationpointofthe. ·. J 

. l>orehole. cThe b0rehoh~ diameter will be approiilnately 6 i~ches while collecting ... _ 
cpntinU()US'soil:samplesthrough the inner core rods which\vilLbe retri~yedba~k to 
the gtoWfdsllliace. The,borehole will be backfilled simultaneously with the 

1

: 

exttactioi16tthedrill rods to reduce the potential for soilcavi11g.Witm11the hol'~hole. 
A.uinateri~t:fromthe bore hole will be collected in boxes and removed from tl:~e site . 

. . - ..• -· . • . - . . , . I . 

'• 

F.o~ tllis. ;r--t"WPvei"i;fic.cttiQ~ lett?r to be valid, you must co~ ply with all_of;th~terms; an~\. 
conditions IJ1 Encl.osyre 1. Furthermore, you must comply with the noh-4Iscretwnary Spe,~tal 
Conditions lisfed below: · ' 

'·' ''' ' ' ~· . . .• ' : 

. . . .. ;.:· :: . . . . ' 

·/r . ·. { ~- ... ·_· : .. -. . . <,.·. . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . , 
1. Fifteen gays;pi"ior,to workin waters of the U.S~' the Permittee shall provide written, j . ·.. . 

notifisationtq'the C.orps .of anticipated starting and completion· dates of activities aut!Iprized 
~ -- __ /:· _> -. . . - - . . . . . - I 

herem .. ;, · 

> ' .. :.:_:·;··. -~. -.. '< . . . . _. . :.· . . . . •· . . ' ... _--: ' . : --, .·. . . . ; l 
2 .. One geote¢11nical boring 09,curs within potentially suitablelight'-footed.clapperr<¥l(R&llus 

1owgirostris(eyipes) nesting habitat (north.ofthe river)., A U.S. Fish <md\yilcilife Sen~ice 
(Se~i~~ }.Pe,r,ciitte~··c~appe.rrail biologist shall·surveY: this· })~~~site, to;inclride a _I ?_P\foot 
r~gms a17~mnd tl1e, b.o:Qllg site, each day that geotechnical actiVIties are proposed WithilJ . 
potential!fstiltabl~ clappeirail habitat (north ofriver) to ensure tp.at impactsf() srappet rail 
are av,oid~,d. Jf clapperr,aifs. ~e obser:Ved during surveys, ~11 wo* shall halt' a11d not I 

COIIlffiense,Ulltil th~ Clapper tail has left the area or written approval is received from j~e . 
Corps, aft¢r cotisllitcttiphwith the Service. '! 

. .:-· . . ~ •. · • ' i 

J. Th~~~~\16~"s11all_el1Sureno debris, soil, silt, sanci, sawdu~t, rubbish, cen1entor co~cf~t~ 
washffigs,Jhereof, mlorPetroleum products, from construction shall be allowed to. ~nt,er mto · 
orplace~·:Wh~reifmaybe washed byrai11fall or runoff int6 \Vaters oftlie U.S .. Upon 1

1 

compl~tioll; (>f!he project authorized herein, any and all excess material or d~bris shall'lbe ·· 
· completelYreiliovea from· the work area and disposed of in an. appropriate upland site.\ 






