DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
REGULATORY DIVISION, GARLSBAD FIELD OFFICE
‘ 5900 LA PLACE COURT
SUITE 100
REPLY TO CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA 92008

ATTENTION OF
November 14, 2013

Regulatory Division

Mr. Rob Rundle

San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
401 B Street Suite 800

San Diego, California 92101

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY NATIONWIDE PERMIT VERIFICATION
Déar Mr. Rundle:

I am responding to your request (SPL-2013-00753-CMS) for a Department of the Army
(DA) permit. Your proposed project, the San Diego River Double Track Geotechnical Borings,
would result in a discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the United States (U.S.).
Therefore, pursuant to section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C. 1344; 33 C.F.R.
parts 323 and 330), your proposed project requires a DA permit. The San Diego River Double
Track Geotechnical Borings Project is located within the existing railroad right-of-way (ROW)
just north of Interstate 8, east of Pacific Highway and west of Morena Boulevard in the San
Diego River, San Diego, California.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Division (Corps) has determined construction
of your proposed project would comply with the terms and conditions of Nationwide Permit
(N WP) No. 6, Survey Activities, if constructed as described in your application.

While this activity meets the general terms and conditions for authorization under NWP No. 6,
Survey Activities, we note that you do not have Section 401 water quality certification from the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) or Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
consistency concurrence from the California Coastal Commission (CCC). According to 33 C.F.R.
330.4, a water quality certification pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA, or waiver thereof, is
required prior to authorization of your project. You must therefore obtain Section 401 water quality
certification or waiver, or provide the Corps with evidence that 60 days have passed since you
applied to the RQWCB for certification. Be aware that any conditions on your Section 401
certification will become conditions on your NWP authorization. Additionally, by Federal law, no
DA permit can be issued until the state has concurred with a permit applicant's CZM consistency
certification. This requirement can be satisfied by obtaining CZM consistency concurrence, or



'prov1d1ng ev1dence that 6 months have passed since you applied to the cce for concurrence Be
aware that: any cond1t1ons on your CZM consistency concurrence will become conditions on your

|
DA permit, unless the Corps deems these conditions to be e1ther unreasonable or unenforceable

Enclosed isa prov1s1ona1 NWP authorization letter. This prov1s1onal perrmt authonzat1on letter
is NOT VALID and does not constitute authorization for you to do work. This prov1s1onal perrmt
authorization letter descrrbes the work that will be authorized, mcludmg general and spec1a1
conditions which will:be placed on your final NWP authorization letter, if you receive a Seci t1on 401
water quahty cert1ﬁcat1on from the RWQCB and CZM cons1stency certification from the CCC No
work is to be performed unt11 you have received a vahdated copy of the NWP authorrzatron letter

When you rece1ve your Sect10n 401 certification or waiver (or when 60 days have passed since
you apphed) and your CZM ‘consistency certification (or when 6 months have passed since You-
apphed) you should contact the Corps Project Manager for this pI'O_]eC'[ Courtney Stevens at i
'760-602-4841 or via email at Courtney.M.Stevens@usace.army.mil. _Please reference apphcat10n
SPL- -2013- 0075 3- CMS in your letter Your authorization could then be 1ssued w1thout further delay
or processmg Ca

Spec1ﬁcally, and as shown onthe attached draw1ngs/maps you are auth0r1zed to conduct the
. followmg regulated act1v1t1es : e ‘

1. Conduct geotechnlcal testmg of the area immediately adJ acent to the ex1st1ng ra11 br1dge
~over the San D1ego River. The geotechnical testing is in support ¢ of the ‘proposed new rail
' br1dge of the San D1ego R1ver for the San Diego River Double Track Project. The! =
purpose’ of the geotechn1cal testing is to determine the type of geotechmcal formatl ons
~ and soils that would be encountered during the construction of anew rail br1dge A total
of 22 bormgs are proposed; nine are located in waters of the U.S. The other 13 bori ings
are located in developed areas north and south of the river. The boring locations and
assomated access routes to the borings are shown on: F1gure 2, Geotechmcal Bormgr &
Locatlons and Access Routes : ' o

2. The nine bor1ngs in the San Diego River channel will be performed within the ex1st1ng
. ’rallroad ROW; with only a port1on of the access route from the east located outs1de:of the
~ railroad ROW. Five bormgs on the south side of the low-flow. channel will be acce ssed
from Hotel C1rcle Place via an ex1st1ng maintenance road that follows the southern edge
of the San D1ego River channel. The four borings located on the north side of the low-
ﬂow channel would be accessed from Friars Road. A crane w111 be used to 11ft the dr111

| rig over the ex1st1ng concrete berm along Friars Road and lower it 1nto ‘the rlver channel

3. The dr1llmg equ1pment would consist of truck- mounted dr1111ng equ1pment A standard
flatbed support truck, conventional pick-up truck and limited access bobcat will also be
' ’ut1l1zed Rotary wash dr1ll1ng, cone penetration testing, and resonant sonic dr1llmg w111
be ut111zed to conduct the borings. Work would begin in mid- November 2013 and be
completed pr1or to March l 2014. o



wash dri ng, whlch 1nvolves advancmg an : ppr0x1mate 4 1nch ‘dlamet‘er drill -
water ugh\dnlhng :










