
DEPARTMENTOFTHEARMY 
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

VENTURA FIELD OFFICE 

REPLY TO 

ATTENTION OF, 

Office of the Chief 
Regulatory Division 

2151 ALESSANDRO DRIVE, SUITE 110 
VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93001 

May 5,2011 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMX NATIONWIDE PERMIT AUTHORIZATION 

Sarah Baker 
California Department of Transportation, District 7 
100 South Main Street, MS-16A 
Los Angeles, 90012 

Dear Ms. Baker: 

This is in reply to your application./File No. SPL-2010-00850-TS) dated August 30, 
2010, for a Department of the Army Pennit to discharge fill in waters of the U.S. in 
association with the Caltrans U.S. 101 High Occupancy Vehicle Lane and coastal access 
project. The proposed work would take place between Post Mile 39.8 in near the 
unincorporated community of La Conchita in Ventura County and Post Mile 2.2 in the 
City of Carpinteria in Santa Barbara County, California. 

Based on the information you provided, the Corps of Engineers has determined 
that your proposed activity complies with the enclosed terms and conditions of 
Nationwide Permit No. 14 (Linear Transportation Projects) and Nationwide Permit No. 18 
(Minor Discharges), as described in enclosure 1. 

Specifically, you are authorized,to: 

1. Discharge fill material in waters oHhe U.S. associated with modification the 
inlets to existing drainage culverts beneath the highway, construction of a 
pedestrian under crossing and replacement culvert in the community of La 
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Conchita. The culverts would cbntihue to serve as drainages for water and 
sediment during the rain sea~ori, buf one culvert (Drainage System 43) would be 
converted to a pedestrian undercrossing to improve coastal access, and Drainage 
System 41 will be constructed for water conveyance. 

2. Discharge fill material in waters of the U.S. associated with construction of a bike 
path along the southbound side of the highway, and installation of stairs 
(constructed with railroad ties or equivalent) or concrete ramps across the 
existing revetment to improve coastal access opportunities. The proposed 
stairs/ramps would not extend beyond the footprint of the existing rock 
revetment. 

3. Revegetate all temporarily impacted areas with native coastal sage scrub species. 
4. Approximately 0.193 acres of ephemeral waters of the U.S. (drainage tributaries) 

would be permanently impi'l,c.tedbythe project. Approximately 0.2 acres of 
waters of the U.s. would be h~ilipbrarily impacted by the proposed project. 
Permanent impacts would occur as a result of culvert inlet modifications in 
drainage tributaries. TempO)1ary impacts would occur in drainages and on the 
beach as a result of constr-qction activities including installation of stairs or 
coastal access ramps which may involve use of small equipment (e.g., bobcat) on 
the beach. 

Furthermore, you must comply with the following non-discretionary Special 
Conditions: 

,I ';. 

Special Conditions: r ,;. 

1. Caltransmust undertake the a.ctivities authorized by this permit in conformance 
with the terms and conditions of this permit. Caltrans is not relieved of this 
requirement if the existingstructqre/facility/fill in waters of the U.S. is 
abandoned. Should Caltran,s,wish to cease to maintain the existing 
structure/facility/fill or shouldCaltrans desire to abandon it, Caltrans must notify 
this office, which may require restoration of the area. 

2. Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. sectiqn800)3, in the event of any discoveries during 
construction of either human remains, archeological deposits, or any other type 
of historic property, the Permitt~eshall notify the Corps' Regulatory Division 
Staff (Theresa Stevens, Ph.D.at,?05- 585-2146) and Corps' Archeology Staff 
(Steve Dibble at 213-452-3849" ()rJ0hn Killeen at 213-452-3861) within 24 hours. 
The Permittee shall immediat~lY su'sp~nd all work In any area(s) where potential 
cultural resources are discover~d. The Permittee shall not resume work in the 
area surrounding the potential cult:ural resources until the Corps re-authorizes 

project construction, per36C::'~'J0,$ection 800.13. 
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3.Caltrans must allow representatives from this office to inspect the authorized 
activities at any time deemed 'necessary to ensure that it is being or has been 
accomplished with the terms ana conditions of this permit. 

4. Where states and authorized tribes, or EPA where applicable, have not 
previously certified compliance with Clean Water Act Section 401, individual 401 
Water Quality CertificatioI).must·be obtained or waived (see 33 CFR 320.3(a)). 
The district engineer or state ot tribe may require additional water quality 
management measures to ensure that the authorized activity does not result in 

more than minimal degradati6nofwater quality. 
" .J' 

5. Caltrans shall provide a co:py()ftliispermit to all fi~ld staff, contractors, 
subcontractors, and equipment operators. Copies of this permit shall be readily 
available at the work siteat';;rllt:ir\:les during periods of active work, and shall be 
presented to any Corps Regul9:~9:ry Division personnel upon request. 

6. Caltrans shall notify the Corps of Engineers Regulatory Division prior to 
initiation of construction actiyitiep, Notification shall be made at least five (5) 
business days prior to initiflti9n,9f!2onstruction. Notification by telephone, 
electronic mail, facsimile, letter ar~acceptable. 

7. Construction activities that include only the cutting and removal of vegetation 
above the ground (e.g., mowipg;,rot~ry cutting, chain sawing, etc.), where the 
activity does not substantially disturb the root system and does not involve 
mechanized pushing draggirlg 0); similar activity that would redeposit soil, are 
not regulated activities un~er?eqt~on 404 of the Clean Water Act; therefore 
notification to the Corps R~gul~tory Division for these activities is not required. 

8. A post-construction report shan, be prepared and submitted to the Corps 
Regulatory Division within}p.qC\)'s of project completion. The report shall 
summarize all completed';WflJlltet1-an~e activities in waters of the U.S., or special 
aquatic sites, the start and~nd, qC):tes of construction, site restoration/revegetation 
activities and date installedi4H~q4-~~ed. The report shall include at least one 
before/after photo of the COI).S,:t!H,~tion and revegetation area, project coordinates, 
and a brief discussion of anY.B:r9l?~,~ms and corrective measures taken. 

,. . 
9. This permit does not authoriz~ you to take any threatened or endangered species 

or adversely modify desig1)ateci.qltical habitat. In order to legally take a listed 
species, separate authorizati-9n'MP,der the Endangered Species Act (e.g. Section 10 
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permit, or a Biological Opmion (BO) under Section 7, with "mcidental take" 
provisions with which youJllu~tc()mply) is required. 

10. This permit does not authori~e yoh to take any migratory birds pursuant to the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. v.~~etation shall not be removed from 15 February to 
31 August to avoid impacts to nesting birds unless the results of a pre-project 
bird survey by a qualified b~ol()J,;ists mdicates no nesting birds are present m the 
project area. Pre-project slJ-rveys s~1all be conducted withm two weeks of the 
proposed vegetation removal. . S~r'vey results shall be submitted to the Corps 
Regulatory Division prior t\~.c;nJ.strlJ-ction activities m waters of the U.S. 
(electronic mail, facsimile, sta:ndar~. mail, is acceptable). If nesting birds are 
present, no work shall occur, ~~lth~ young have fledged and would no longer 
be impacted by the project. Survey results shall be submitted to the Corps 
Regulatory Division prior to;fol1struction activities m waters of the U.S. 

11. Prior to mitiatmg construdi9I1jn\yaters of the U.S., the Permittee shall clearly 
mark the work area limits with. fla,ggmg or similar measures to ensure 
mechanized equipment and.pe:r:sopriel do not enterpreservedwaters of the U.S., 
special aquatic sites and adjaceht'riparian areas for the duration,of activities m or 
adjacent to waters of the lJ,:S, ,Sucp;impacts could result m permit suspension 

-, and revocation, admmistratiye,ciyil or crimmal penalties, and/or substantial 
compensatory mitigation req:Ui:retnents. 

"",,;' . 

12. Appropriate measures mu,st\~,~~takento mamtam near normal downstream 
flows and to mmimize floodmgdurmg project activities m waters of the U.S. Fill 
materials must be of a type, ~d be placed iIi. a manner, that will not result m 
erosion by high flows. 

~ '., 
13. No debris, soil, sand, bark,slC\sh;,s,awdust, rubbish, cement or washmgs thereof, 

asphalt, oil or petroleum prodrtcts, yr any other material that may be harmful to 
fish or wil~dlife, that results from construction and associated activities shall be 
allowed to enter or be plac~dWh,e;re it may be washed by rainfall or runoff mto 
waters of the U.S. When cbnsJr:g<,:tion activities are completed, all excess 
materials, and/or debris shall be: lieI?oved from the work area to an approved off­
site disposal area, outside 6f Waters of the U.S. 

14. When work m flowmgor staridmgwater is unavoidable, measures to mmimize 
downstream turbidity shall be implemented and mamtamed for the duration of 
the work m water. Equipment workmg m wetlands shall be placed on mats (or 

equivalent) to mffiimize soil d,isturbance and compaction. 
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15. EXQtic and invasive plant speci~s removed during construction activities shall be 
disposed at an approved o££.:·site location, outside waters of the U.S. Target 
species include but are notlimited to: giant reed (Arundo donax), castor bean 
(Ricinus communis), salt cedar. (TarJ1arlsk sp.), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), 
yellow star thistle (Centaurea s~lstitialis), artichoke thistle (Cynara carduneulus), 
pampas grass (Cortaderia s~lloatla), fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum), and 
cocklebur (Xdnthium strumC(J:iun:t) ... 

16. Staging and storage areas f6requ\p:rpent and construction materials shall b~ 
located in uplands and wher~PQ,$s~ble, a minimum of 100 feet from waters of the 
U.S. Storage areas located lessfuan 100 feet from waters shall be approved by 
the Corps Regulatory Divisiot{cihdthe~e areas shall be shown on construction 
plans. 

17. Following completion of th~.~ons,truction activity, temporary fills must be 
entirely removed to an uplkCl. location, outside waters of the U.S., and the 
affected a~~a must be restO;t'ecl~t9,$~ pre-project condition in accordance with the 
provision of the Corps MitigahpY;lRule (33 CFR 332). 

18. Where temporary water di\Tersibl1, grading, filling or excavation occurs as part of 
the repair or replacement, t1ie.P..~rl1littee shall ensure standard Best Management 
Practices are in place to mipjtni~e,krbidity within the affected waterbody. 
Standard BMPs are provided,#l.tJ;l~ Construction Site Best Management Practices 
Manual (March 2003; . 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/ construc/stormwater/CSBMPM_303 _Final. pdf) and at 
http://onramp.dot.ca.govlhq!~aint/roadside/storm water/W ATER.PDF. 

19. Work in streams or rivers ~ithephemeral or intermittent flows shall be 
performed during periods .Wh~1;lth~ channel is dry or flows are absent or 
minimal. Work within 'Y,,!terwa.y;swith perennial flow shall be performed 
during the driest period ~f the year and during low flow conditions, generally 
May through October. Standpt.<:l;Best Management Practices shall be 
implemented to minimize tqrp,W~j:y, pithin the affected waterbody, and 
appropriate measures mustJc~;tC!.~~n to minimize flooding ande:rosion on 
adjacent properties. . .. ... 

, , ,,', ' d 

20. Any work undertaken by this project shall not cause more than minimal 
degradation of water qua1i~y, filore than minimal changes to the flow 
characteristics of the stream,;orincrease flooding on adjacent properties or 

downstream of the propose<;i.m.a,p;,tenance activity . 

.r.' 
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21. TheCorps Regulatory Divi,si6n project manager shall be notified of any 
accidental spill of hazardou,srriat~:rials within 12 hours of detection. Notification 
may be in the form of an electidfut'hlail message, telephone, or facsimile. 
Notification shall include the;·re~sd:hfor the spill, the exact location of the spill, 
the type and approximate quahtity of the materials spilled, and the measures 

. taken to control and clean~pthe spilled,materials. 

This verification is valid until the- NWP'is modified, reissued, or revoked. All' of the 
existing NWPs are scheduled to be modified, reissued, or revoked prior to March 18, 
2012. It is incumbent upon you to remain informed of changes to the NWPs. We will 
issue a public notice when the NWPs are reissued. Furthermore, if you commence or are 
under contract to commence this q.cth/ity. before March 18, 2012, you will have twelve 
(12) months frOIT!. March/18, 2012'fo-cQmpJ~te the activity under the'present terms and 
conditions of this permit. ::-

A nationwide permit does notgrcmtany property rights or exclusive privileges. 
Also, it does not authorize any injllw to the property or rights of others or authorize 
interference with any existing or p'rop 0 se:a Federal project. Furthermore, it does not 
obviate the need to obtain other F~deral>state, or local authorizations required by law. 

Thank you for participating itlRUr.;r~g:ulatory program. If you have any questions, 
please contact Theresa Stevens of ntyi'taf{at805-585-2146 or via e-mail at 
theresa.stevens@usace.army.mil. 

. Please be advised that you:~a:!-1,;,:rl9,w.: comment on your experience with 
Regulatory Division by accessingt:heCorpsweb-based customer survey form at: 
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/st:trveylif~L 

Enclosure 

",~a. 
,//'Aaron O. Allen, Ph'-.D ............... ""'--

Chief, North Coa:>t Branch 
Regulatory Division 

N ationwide Permi{Gen~~,~i Conditions 
, (;""'\".": 


