
SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 
EMERGENCY PROCESSING PROCEDURES 

November 12, 2001 
 
 
Los Angeles District 
Regulatory Program                                     

 

 
On December 27, 2000 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers South Pacific Division, by memorandum, 
provided guidance, which extended their previously issued January 1, 1998 Program Guidance Letter, 
PGL 0-98-01, to December 2003.  PGL 0-98-01 addresses the submission of requests for 
implementation of Emergency Procedures under the provisions of 33 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 325.2(e)(4).  A prior memorandum dated February 25, 1998 had extended the guidance of 
PGL 0-98-01 to December 31, 2000.  These documents are attached and provided to advise all 
interested parties of the special processing procedures developed by the South Pacific Division.  These 
procedures must be followed when requesting implementation of expedited procedures. 
 

33 CFR 325.2(e)(4) provides for the implementation of expedited processing procedures for the
 

review, coordination, and decision making of Corps permit applications during emergency situations.  
This part also defines an "emergency" as a situation which would result in an unacceptable hazard to 
life, a significant loss of property, or an immediate, unforeseen, and significant economic hardship if 
corrective action requiring a permit is not undertaken within a time period less than the normal time 
needed to process the application under standard procedures. 
 
Even in emergency situations, Department of the Army authorization through a Corps permit is 
required to conduct regulated activities within the Corps’ regulatory jurisdiction. The Corps does not 
issue "emergency permits," but does implement significantly modified procedures to evaluate permit 
applications during emergency situations.  Permit decisions are generally made in a matter of days or 
hours depending upon the urgency of the situation. 
 
In many cases, responses to emergency situations which require a Corps permit can also be authorized 
very quickly through a variety of General Permits.  One category of General Permits is the set of 
Nationwide Permits.  Another category is Regional General Permits (RGP).  In the Los Angeles 
District, RGP63 was established specifically to address emergency situations where the work would 
result in minimal environmental effects.  A copy of the terms and conditions of RGP63 can be viewed 
at: http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/co/regulatory/RGP63_permit.pdf: 
 
For more information please contact the Regulatory project manager responsible for the geographic 
area in which you are located.  A list of Corps project managers and their areas of responsibility can be 
viewed at:  http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/co/regulatory/phonedir.html. 
 
 This Notice is being issued by the Chief, Regulatory Branch. 
 
















