
DAMS & BASINS 

A dam is a flood control structure that impounds water.  Dams generally serve the primary 
purpose of retaining water, while other structures such as floodgates or levees (also known as 
dikes) are used to manage or prevent water flow into specific land regions. Hydropower and 
pumped-storage hydroelectricity are often used in conjunction with dams to generate electricity. 
A dam can also be used to collect water or for storage of water which can be evenly distributed 
between locations. 
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Please note that some Engineering Manuals supersede each other, hence care must be used 
applying requirements of the Engineering Manuals.  In addition, engineering judgment is 
required in the application of these manuals to certain structures.  The manuals listed above can 
be obtained at http://publications.usace.army.mil/publications/eng-manuals/ 
 
 

 


