Final 2021 Nationwide Permit (NWP) Regional Conditions
for the State of California

1. The permittee shall submit a pre-construction notification (PCN) for all 2021 NWPs, in
accordance with General Condition 32, in the following circumstances:
a. Activities involving new bank stabilization that do not incorporate bioengineering
techniques. Bioengineering techniques include using live plants alone or in
combination with dead or inorganic materials, including rock, sand, or gravel;
b. Activities resulting in a discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of the U.S. on
Tribal Lands*;
c. Activities involving the permanent channelization, realignment, or relocation of
streams; and,
d. Activities that have the potential to adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH),
as designated by the Pacific Fishery Management Council. The PCN shall include
an EFH assessment and analysis of effects of the action on EFH, in accordance
with 50 C.F.R. § 600.920 (e). For Federal permittees, if a PCN is required for the
proposed activity, the Federal permittee must provide the district engineer with the
appropriate documentation to demonstrate compliance with the MagnusonStevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act;
2. In the desert regions of Los Angeles District (USGS Hydrologic Unit Code accounting units:
Lower Colorado -150301, Northern Mojave-180902, Southern Mojave-181001, and Salton
Sea-181002), the use of any NWP resulting in greater than 0.10-acre loss** of wetlands,
mudflats, vegetated shallows, or riffle and pool complexes, as defined at 40 CFR Part
230.40-45, is prohibited.
3. In the Los Angeles District, NWPs 29, 39, 42 and 43, and NWP 14 combined with any of
those NWPs, cannot authorize a loss** of waters of the United States greater than 0.25 acre
Within the Murrieta Creek and Temecula Creek watersheds in Riverside County.
4. In the Los Angeles District, all 2021 NWPs are revoked within the Special Area Management
Plans areas of the San Diego Creek Watershed and San Juan Creek/Western San Mateo
Creek Watersheds in Orange County, California. Additional information is available here:
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Established-LOP-Procedures/
5. In the Los Angeles District, the permittee shall submit a pre-construction notification (PCN)
for all 2021 NWPs, in accordance with General Condition 32, in the following circumstances:

a. Activities that would result in a loss** of waters of the United States within the
Murrieta and Temecula Creek watersheds in Riverside County, California; and,
b. Activities that would result in a loss** of waters of the United States within Santa
Clara River watershed in Los Angeles and Ventura County, California, including
but not limited to Aliso Canyon, Agua Dulce Canyon, Sand Canyon, Bouquet
Canyon, Mint Canyon, South Fork of the Santa Clara River, San Francisquito
Canyon, Castaic Creek, Piru Creek, Sespe Creek and the main-stem of the Santa
Clara River; and,
c. Activities that would result in a loss** of waters of the United States within all
watersheds in the Santa Monica Mountains in Los Angeles and Ventura County,
California, bounded by Calleguas Creek on the west, by Highway 101 on the north
and east, and by Sunset Boulevard and Pacific Ocean on the south; and,
d. Activities that would result in a loss** of waters of the United States within all
perennial waterbodies and special aquatic sites.
* ”Tribal Lands” refers to any lands title to which is either: 1) held in trust by the United States for the benefit of any
Indian tribe or individual; or 2) held by any Indian tribe or individual subject to restrictions by the United States
against alienation.
** “Loss” means waters of the United States that are permanently adversely affected by filling, flooding, excavation,
or drainage because of the regulated activity.

