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APPENDIX A  

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS (APE) AND LIST OF 

ACTIVITIES IN THE UNDERTAKING 
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Figure A-1 - Planned Project Areas 
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Figure A-2 - APE Map for Undertaking 
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Figure A-3 -APE Map for North Salton Sea 



SPL-2019-00951 SSMP 10-Year Plan Programmatic Agreement Page A-5 

Figure A-4 - APE Map for South Salton Sea 
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LIST OF ACTIVITIES IN THE UNDERTAKING 

 
(1) Data collection to support aquatic habitat and dust suppression and restoration 
projects. Construction features (which could include any combination of these features) include 
geotechnical investigations, soil sampling, installing stream gauges, drone flyovers and other 
activities that are necessary to inform project locations, design, and construction. 
 
(2) Construct aquatic habitat ponds. proposed aquatic habitat ponds that would provide 
suitable water quality and physical conditions to support a variety of aquatic habitats, including 
mudflats/shallow-water saline habitat, mid-depth habitat, and deep-water habitat. They would 
incorporate fresh and saline water in amounts that provide salinity ranges to support fish species 
not able to survive in the increasingly saline Sea. 
 
Construction features (which could include any combination of these features) include: 

• Boat ramp for project maintenance 
• Bottom hard substrate 
• Breakwater for construction 
• Check dam 
• Drain interception canals 
• Earthen berms and hard substrate on berms 
• Electrical distribution lines to support project components 
• Flood control 
• Groundwater monitoring wells and supply wells 
• Habitat islands 
• Operational facilities 
• Public amenities, recreation access 
• Roads 
• Seasonal flooding 
• Snags or other vertical structures 
• Staging areas 
• Swales or channels 
• Vegetation removal (permanent or temporary) 
• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 

weirs, and other structures in waterways to divert water 
 

(3) Construct permanent vegetated wetlands. Vegetated wetlands would have water depth less 
than 3 feet. Hydrology for wetlands could be unmanaged or managed to be seasonally or 
permanently wet. 
 
Construction features (which could include any combination of these features) include: 

• Check dam 
• Earthen berms and hard substrate on berms 
• Groundwater monitoring wells and supply wells 
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• Operational facilities 
• Public amenities, recreation access 
• Roads 
• Staging areas 
• Swales or channels 
• Temporary vegetation removal 
• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 

weirs, and other structures in waterways to divert water 
 

(4) Surface roughening (for dust suppression). Two construction features for this activity are 
furrows and soil binders. 
 
(5) Dust suppressants or surface stabilizers. Construction features (which could include any 
combination of these features) include: 

• Surfactant materials (e.g., organic, mineral, or engineered polymers 
• Fence 

 
(6) Sand fencing. Construction feature for this activity is straw bales. 
 
(7) Engineered roughness. Construction feature for this activity is gravel. 
 
(8) Gravel and other cover. Construction features (which could include any combination of 
these features) include: 

• Geotextile base 
• Agricultural biproducts (e.g., bales, mulch) 
• Biocementation 

 
(9) Soil crust enhancement. Construction features (which could include any combination of 
these features) include: 

• Abiotic amendments 
• Water conveyance to utilize Salton Sea water 
• Furrows 

 
(10) Vegetation establishment. Construction features (which could include any combination of 
these features) include: 
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• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 
weirs, and other structures in waterways to divert water 

• Groundwater wells 
• Swales and furrows 
• Planting beds (e.g., discing, seeding, agricultural practices to establish vegetation) 
• Earthen berms and hard substrate on berms 

 
Shallow-water habitat dust suppression. Construction features (which could include any 
combination of these features) include: 

• Groundwater monitoring wells and supply wells 
• Habitat islands 
• Staging areas 
• Vegetation removal  
• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 

weirs, and other structures in waterways to supply water 
• Earthen berms and hard substrate on berms 

 
Shallow flooding. Construction features (which could include any combination of these features) 
include: 

• Groundwater monitoring wells and supply wells 
• Shallow earthen berms 
• Staging areas  
• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 

weirs, and other structures in waterways to supply water 
• Groundwater monitoring wells and supply wells 
• Check dams 

 
Stormwater spreading. Construction features (which could include any combination of these 
features) include: 

• Compost socks 
• Earthen, rock, gravel, or other types of berms 
• Furrows 
• Staging areas 
• Water conveyance and supply system: sedimentation/mixing basins, pipelines, pumps, 

weirs, and other structures in waterways to supply water 
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APPENDIX B  
ACRONYMS FOR THIS PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT (PA) 
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ACRONYMS 
ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

ADA  Anti-Deficiency Act 

APE area of potential effects 

ARPA  Archaeological Resources Protection Act 

BIA Bureau of Indian Affairs  

BLM  US Bureau of Land Management  

CDFW  California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

C.F.R. Code of Federal Regulations 

Corps U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 

CNRA California Natural Resources Agency 

CWA Clean Water Act of 1972 

DA Department of the Army 

DWR Department of Water Resources 

HPIN  Historic Property Identification Needs 

HPTP Historic Properties Treatment Plan 

Keeper  Keeper of the National Register 

LFA  lead federal agency  

LOE level of effort 

LOP Letter of Permission 

MLD  Most Likely Descendant 

NAGPRA Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

NAHC Native American Heritage Commission 

NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act 

NHPA  National Historic Preservation Act  

NRCS  Natural Resources Conservation Service 

NRHP  National Register of Historic Places 
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PA  Programmatic Agreement  

PQS  professional qualification standard 

PQS Staff  Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards Staff 

Reclamation U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

Refuge  Sonny Bono Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge 

SHPO California State Historic Preservation Officer 

SSMP Salton Sea Management Program 

THPO Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Torres Martinez Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 

U.S.C. United States Code 

USDA  U.S. Department of Agriculture 

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Reclamation  U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

WOTUS  Waters of the United States  
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APPENDIX C  

EXEMPTED PLANNED PROJECTS 
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APPENDIX C 
EXEMPTED PLANNED PROJECTS 

A specific Planned Project that is covered by this Programmatic Agreement (PA) may be 
determined exempt from further Section 106 review under the terms of this PA if the Planned 
Project is limited to one or more of the activities listed in this Appendix and the Planned Project 
is not located within the boundaries of or within 100 feet of the boundaries of a known 
archaeological site or other historic property. The activities listed in this Appendix have been 
determined to have minimal to no potential to adversely affect historic properties. A Corps PQS 
staff may determine that a specific Planned Project is exempt by following the process described 
below. 

Only Corps PQS staff may determine that a Planned Project does not need further review as a 
result of an exemption. A Planned Project will not qualify as exempt from review if conditions 
must be imposed to ensure that potential historic properties would not be affected. All features 
of the Planned Project activity, including the identification of mandatory and/or designated 
storage, disposal, or borrow areas, depth of proposed ground disturbance, height of any proposed 
constructed elements, and construction easements, must be identified prior to the exemption 
process. If additional features are added to an exempted Planned Project, the Planned Project 
must be reviewed again. 

If an exempt Planned Project involves a Cooperating Agency, the Corps shall notify the 
Cooperating Agency of its decision and provide the Cooperating Agency documentation of the 
decision. 

The Exemption Process 

The exemption process should be appropriate to the specific complexity, scale, scope, and 
location of the activity. The exemption process will start with a review of the following, as 
appropriate: 

• Literature/records review to determine potential for involvement of historic properties.
• Field review of project area.
• Review of detailed project plans.
• Review aerial photographs, historic maps, or as-built records.
• Review right-of-way, assessment parcel, or ownership data.

Based on the outcome of the review, the Corps will consult with Federally recognized or non- 
Federally recognized Tribes and individuals, local historical societies, or other potential 
consulting parties who may have concerns. 

After Consultation, the Corps PQS may determine that the Planned Project is exempt from 
further review when there is no potential to affect historic properties. The Corps PQS shall 
document its determination in the PA annual report, pursuant to Stipulation XVII to document 
completion of the Section 106 process and no further review will be necessary. 



SPL-2019-00951 SSMP 10-Year Plan Programmatic Agreement Page C-3 

Classes of Exempt Components 

1. Small geotechnical bore (less than 8-inch diameter) that is placed where the survace has
previously been disturbed, and access is from existing roads.

2. Blading, ground clearing, or excavation that occurs entirely within the limits of
documented imported fill.

3. Encroachment thinning using hand methods to lop branches and cut small trees and
brush, with no anticipation of root removal, and the brush will hand carried to vehicles
and removed via existing roads.

4. Installation, repair, or replacement of air and water quality monitoring equipment where
no ground disturbance occurs.; There will be no movement, removal, or alteration of
rock; and the activity is not located within the boundaries of an historic property.

5. Installation, repair or replacement of irrigation lines in dust suppression sites within the
limits of documented imported fill.

6. Installation, monitoring, repair, or replacement of engineered roughness components
where no ground disturbance occurs; there will be no movement, removal, or alteration of
rock, such as:
a. Placement of grass bales to suppress dust,

b. Spraying and maintaining surfactant to suppress dust,

c. Placement of gravel to suppress dust,

d. Installation and repair of sand fences,
e. Development and maintenance of a salt crust.

7. Maintenance or repair of fence lines less than 45 years of age where no ground
disturbance occurs, the fence line is on fill, or there will be no movement, removal, or
alteration of rock.

8. Treatment of weed infestations that does not:

a. Violate the herbicide application chemical label.

b. Involve ground disturbance within the boundaries of an historic property, where no
cultural resources are present.

c. Occur within landscaped or managed areas where native plant communities might be
harvested.

9. Adding rock fill or gravel to existing roads where no new ground disturbance will occur.

10. Maintenance and monitoring of dust suppression sites, or replacement of dead vegetation
that was planted for restoration and vegetation enhancement with new vegetation within
the demonstrated vertical and horizontal limits of previous construction or disturbance.

11. Maintenance or repair of existing trails, walks, paths, sidewalks, and associated signage
less than 45 years old and where work is conducted within the demonstrated vertical and
horizontal limits of previous construction or disturbance.
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12. Maintenance or repair of existing berms and associated infrastructure where work is
conducted within the demonstrated vertical and horizontal limits of previous construction
or disturbance.

13. Removal of modern materials and trash scatters less than 45 years old. Abandoned
vehicles and modern trash dumps are included in this class.

14. Installation of signs or markers on shoulders of existing roads and markers adjacent to
existing roads, or placing recreational, special designation or information signs, or visitor
registers within documented existing fill or areas of documented previous disturbance.

15. Using water to shallow flood exposed lakebed and wetlands and no ground disturbance
will occur.
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APPENDIX D  

CULTURAL RESOURCE TYPES EXEMPT FROM 

EVALUATION 
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APPENDIX D 
CULTURAL RESOURCE TYPES EXEMPT FROM EVALUATION 

Section 106 regulations require a “reasonable and good faith effort" to identify historic 
properties, pursuant to 36 C.F.R § 800.4(b)(l). The procedures in this Appendix enable a Corps 
PQS to concentrate their efforts on properties that have the potential to be historic properties by 
identifying categories of properties that have no potential to be a historic property. 

Properties should be evaluated only if the Corps PQS staff reasonably determine that the 
property has potential for historic significance. Evidence of such potential is based on the 
following NRHP criteria codified in 36 C.F.R § 60.4 and consists of associations with significant 
historic events or individuals (Criterion A or B); engineering, artistic, design, or aesthetic values 
(Criterion C); information value (Criterion D); or the presence of tribal or community concerns; 
or inclusion as a potential contributing element within a larger property requiring evaluation, 
such as a historic district. 

This Appendix defines categories of cultural resources that do not warrant evaluation pursuant to 
Stipulation II (A) of this Agreement. Exempted cultural resources may be documented, if 
documentation is warranted based on professional judgment, at a level commensurate with the 
nature of the property (i.e., appropriate DPR 523 forms, or memo). 

In consultation with federally recognized Tribes, non-federally recognized Tribes, and the other 
Consulting Parties, the Corps and SHPO have jointly determined that the following class or 
classes of cultural resources are not eligible for listing on the NRHP, when reviewed and 
determined by a Corps PQS staff. 

Historic – Era Archaeological Property Types and Features Exempt from Evaluation: 

1. Isolated regionally ubiquitous historic era artifacts.

a. Fewer than 10 historic era artifacts per 100 square meters (e.g., several glass shards
from a single glass bottle are one artifact)

2. Unassociated with a Historic Theme: historic artifact scatters that cannot be definitively
associated with a specific historical theme or depicted on the following documents:
General Land Office (GLO) map; land status map; mineral survey records; State Water
Engineer's records; 15-minute Quadrangle; or local city and county records.

3. Post-1975 Cultural Resources: Cultural resources (e.g., refuse scatters or features that
post-date 1975 (or contain a majority of artifacts that post-date 1975) are not considered
eligible for the purposes of Section 106 compliance unless the resource is of exceptional
significance as defined in National Register Bulletin 22, entitled How to Evaluate and
Nominate Potential National Register Properties That Have Achieved Significance
Within the Last 50 Years.
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4. Linear Resources: Linear resources in isolation from other linear resources,
archaeological deposits, and buildings/structures are discussed below in this framework
for categorical exemptions. Artifacts directly associated with that linear resource, such as
an insulator for a telecommunication line is considered inclusive to that linear resource.
In addition, linear resources may not be depicted on the following documents: GLO map;
land status map; mineral survey records; State Water Engineer's records; 15-minute
Quadrangle; or local city and county records.

a. Roads/Trails: If a road or trail is not dateable, cannot be historically associated with a
historic theme, lacks engineered features associated with the road or trail, or cannot
be located in geographical space (e.g., the feature shows up on records but cannot be
located on the ground), then that segment is considered not eligible under all criteria.

b. Water Conveyance: If a water conveyance system is not dateable, cannot be
historically associated with a historic theme, and lacks engineered features associated
with the water conveyance feature, then that segment is considered not eligible under
all criteria.

c. Fences: If a fence is not dateable, lacks unique construction features or is constructed
of metal T-posts and barbed wire, then that segment of the fence is considered not
eligible under all criteria.

d. Telecommunication lines (telegraph, telephone, power transmission): If a
telecommunication line is not dateable, lacks unique engineered features associated
with that segment of the telecommunication line, or lacks integrity due to
maintenance or upgrading of the original poles or lines, then the Corps PQS can
determine that segment is considered not eligible under all criteria.
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